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Fragile Liverpool again fail to make dominance pay 
Spartak Moscow Fernando 23 11 
Liverpool Coutinho 31 
This was yet another of those bewildering evenings for Liverpool -- a painfully 
familiar story of missed chances at one end, feeble resistance at the other and, as 
a consequence, another two points dropped on a night that would have brought 
great encouragement had it not happened so many times before. 
In a hostile atmosphere at the Otkrytiye Arena, Liverpool took the game to 
Spartak Moscow and, for 45 minutes, performed with just the kind of verve, 
tenacity and confidence that Jurgen Klopp demands. Yet somehow it is rarely as 
straightforward as that for this team. Once again Liverpool's goalkeeper, this time 
the unconvincing Loris Karius, was beaten too easily by the first shot he faced. 
Once again their attacking players created an abundance of chances but, apart 
from Philippe Coutinho's well-worked equaliser on the half hour, fluffed the lot of 
them. The statistics released by Uefa at the final whistle showed that Liverpool 
had 17 shots to Spartak's four. In truth, the gulf in performance looked even 
greater than that -- just as it did when Klopp's team drew at home to Seville a 
fortnight ago and indeed against Burnley a few days later -- but domination needs 
to be underpinned by conviction. In two Champions League 
matches Liverpoolhave had 41 shots to their opponents' 11 but have two points 
to show for it, undermined by a lack of authority and ruthlessness at both ends of 
the pitch. Will it cost them? Probably not when it comes to qualification for the 
knockout stage; Spartak looked mediocre last night, albeit stretched by injuries, 
and Liverpool have the chance to build some momentum when they face Maribor 
away and at home in their next two Champions League fixtures. This, after all, 
looked like a kind group for Liverpool when the draw was made last month. Their 
own generosity seems the greatest threat to their progress. 
Klopp seemed at a loss to explain it, suggesting in that endearing way of his 
that Liverpool "in this moment are not the luckiest team in football". Mohamed 
Salah, Roberto Firmino and Daniel Sturridge, after his introduction as a late 
substitute, each missed two excellent chances. His team's display was summed up 
by a fearsome counterattack in first-half stoppage time led by Trent Alexander-
Arnold, the full back. They had four players forward, against Spartak's back-
pedalling three, yet still could not take the opportunity. 
Spartak had seemed to be there for the taking. They won the Russian Premier 
League last season by a sevenpoint margin, but have started the new campaign 
poorly and were without several key players last night. A huge banner unfurled 
before kick-off displayed the rather unnerving message "Win or die", but 
Massimo Carrera, their Italian coach, had more conservative ambitions; reflecting 
his long-time association with Antonio Conte, he went with a three-man central 
defence, but, unlike at Chelsea, the wing backs barely crossed halfway. 
Liverpool went on the offensive from the start, with Firmino forcing Artem Rebrov 
into a fine save with a header from Sadio Mane's cross, but they fell behind in the 
23rd minute, another goal to add to the litany of poor ones they have conceded 
this season. Fingers will be pointed at Karius, who was slow to react when 
Fernando curled a delightful free kick over the wall, but Klopp should be even 
more perturbed by the way that Emre Can dawdled and lost possession in the 
build-up. Coutinho, trying to retrieve the situation, was penalised for a challenge 
on Aleksandr Samedov and, from there, Fernando's free kick sailed past Karius 
and into the net. Liverpool continued to buzz with creative intent and an equaliser 
seemed only a matter of time. Sure enough, it arrived on 31 minutes, as Coutinho 
played a typically sublime one-two with Mane, moved into the penalty area and 
curled a right-foot shot past Rebrov. It was his first Champions League goal, 
another reminder of the talent that had Barcelona so desperate to sign him this 
summer. Liverpool's approach, for better and for worse, was underlined by that 
first-half counterattack, which ended with Jordan Henderson crossing, Firmino 
failing to connect and Salah missing. The offside flag was up, it transpired, but it 
was such a waste. More of the same would follow. Alexander-Arnold and Alberto 
Moreno spent almost the entire first half on the offensive, while even Joel Matip 
ventured towards the edge of the Spartak penalty area to win possession in open 
play, but Karius was forced into a rare save by Andrey Eschenko early in the 
second period. At the other end Mane tried another of those slide-rule passes, 
but Rebrov intervened once more, diving bravely at Salah's feet. 
Rebrov injured his knee in the process and, while he continued after treatment, 
he left the field on a cart midway through the second half. That seemed like a 
blow to Spartak, given how well he had performed, but Aleksandr Selikhov, his 
young replacement, coped well as Liverpool laid siege on the Spartak box. Firmino 
snatched at one chance and Sturridge, uncharacteristically, at two. Klopp held his 
hands, as if incredulous, but it was all too believable for the Liverpool manager. 
A footnote: after concerns in the build-up, about the potential for crowd trouble 
on a week when two of Russia's and two of England's biggest clubs went head to 
head in the same city, the match passed peacefully. Spartak presented Klopp with 
a T-shirt as a goodwill gesture in the post-match press conference. He had nothing 
to offer in return. His team had been generous enough. 
Spartak Moscow (5-2-2-1): A Rebrov 8 (sub: A Selikhov 68min, 7) -- A Eschenko 5, I 
Kutepov 5, S Tasci 5, S Bocchetti 6, G Dzhikiya 6 -- Fernando 7, M Pasalic 5 -- A 
Samedov 5 (sub: P Rocha 90+3), I Popov 6 (sub: L Melgarejo 84) -- L Adriano 6. 
Substitutes not used M Petkovic, Z Bakaev, A Samsonov, D Davydov. Booked 
Bocchetti. 
 

Liverpool (4-3-3): L Karius 5 -- T Alexander-Arnold 7, J Matip 7, D Lovren 7, A 
Moreno 7 -- E Can 5 (sub: G Wijnaldum 73), J Henderson 7, P Coutinho 8 -- M 
Salah 6, R Firmino 7, S Mane 8 (sub: D Sturridge 70, 5). 
Substitutes not used S Mignolet, R Klavan, J Flanagan, J Milner, A Oxlade-
Chamberlain. Booked Can, Firmino. Referee C Turpin (Fr). 

 
Liverpool left to rue missed chances as Spartak Moscow hold on for 
draw 
“Win Or Die” proclaimed the banner that covered one side of a raucous stadium 
before kick-off. It was an extreme demand of Spartak Moscow, a strange 
motivational technique and as it transpired they were delighted with a draw at 
home to Liverpool. It was Jürgen Klopp who departed angry, exasperated and 
repeating himself. For a second successive Champions League game Liverpool 
extracted just a point from a contest they controlled, created the clearer chances 
and conceded as a consequence of their own lapses. 
Klopp’s team laid siege to Spartak Moscow’s goal in the final stages – they had 17 
attempts on goal to their opponents’ three in total – but the finale was in keeping 
with the visitors’ overall display. The substitute Daniel Sturridge missed several 
openings and Spartak’s substitute goalkeeper Aleksandr Selikhov produced a 
stunning save to deny Mohamed Salah at point-blank range in stoppage 
time. Liverpool maintained their intensity and superiority but it was another 
exhausting night for modest rewards. 
“I have said it a few times already,” said Klopp, who saw the goalkeeper Loris 
Karius easily beaten by Fernando for the opening goal before Philippe Coutinho 
equalised swiftly and in style. “At this moment we are not the most lucky team in 
world football. It is not that things go easy for us. We did well in creating chances 
against a very defensive-orientated team and we didn’t given them many 
chances. Their free-kick [for Fernando’s goal] was not a foul. We won the ball 
clearly. There were good saves from both of their goalkeepers and we also made 
wrong decisions at the decisive moment. That is how football is and the only way 
you can change it is to do it again and again and again. We will carry on.” 
Two points from two games represents an inauspicious haul from what, on paper, 
was a generous draw for the group stage. Liverpool have not won away in the 
Champions League since defeating Debrecen in 2009 but that unwanted record 
should have ended in Moscow. In seeking the positives Klopp will know his team 
have a clear edge over the champions of Russia, and showed the same at home 
against Sevilla, but unless they discover a more ruthless streak their hopes of 
qualification will become more problematic than they should. 
Klopp said: “The only thing is to go through the group and that is still possible for 
us. We should have won both games but we didn’t and that is our fault. There 
were a lot of good things but it was not a good result. We are strong enough to 
qualify. The door is open but we have to walk through it. We can see a bit of light 
at the moment. We have to stay cool, work hard and we will be all right.” 
The Liverpool manager started with all his artists – Coutinho, Sadio Mané, 
Roberto Firmino and Salah – for the first time in a competitive game this season 
and his team were quickly in the ascendancy. Trent Alexander-Arnold had the 
game’s first chance but volleyed wide of Artem Rebrov’s goal. Serdar Tasci, one of 
Spartak’s three central defenders, made a last-ditched challenge on Salah as he 
looked to capitalise on Coutinho’s piercing pass and the Egypt international forced 
Rebrov into a low save from Jordan Henderson’s quickly taken free-kick. 
The pressure in the early stages was unrelenting. When the home side failed to 
clear from Rebrov’s save, Mané whipped in a delightful cross from the left for the 
unmarked Firmino to head goalwards from close range. The Brazilian’s effort had 
power and accuracy but the Spartak captain produced a fine one-handed save to 
deny Firmino on his 100th appearance for Liverpool. 
Liverpool had the Russian defence creaking but, in keeping with too many 
performances this season, found themselves dominant yet trailing to a needless 
goal. There was no faulting the work-rate or commitment of Spartak as they 
looked to ease the pressure on their coach, Massimo Carrera, after a run of three 
wins in 11 league games this season. But, without the injured Quincy Promes, 
they posed no threat to Karius until Emre Can needlessly conceded possession 
and set off a chain of events that led to Coutinho fouling Aleksandr Samedov 25 
yards from the Liverpool goal. The free-kick was central and Fernando’s execution 
flew over the Liverpool wall and beyond Karius’s despairing dive to his left. It was 
a well-struck effort but Klopp’s Champions League goalkeeper could have done 
better with a shot that did not have to find the top corner to give the hosts the 
lead. It would Spartak’s only shot of the first half. “It was a brilliant free-kick,” was 
Klopp’s take. Mané thought he had equalised almost immediately but his diving 
header was correctly ruled out for offside. He played an instrumental role when 
Liverpool deservedly levelled, however, taking Coutinho’s pass on the corner of 
the penalty area and releasing the Brazil international with a perfectly weighted 
return. Coutinho gave the impressive Rebrov no chance as he lifted the ball over 
the advancing goalkeeper as he closed in from the angle. 
Spartak’s keeper was forced off with a knee injury after colliding with Salah in the 
penalty area – one of two pushes on the forward that Klopp argued should have 
been a penalty with the fourth official – but Liverpool were unable to seriously 
test his replacement until stoppage time. Salah threw himself at Alexander-
Arnold’s cross and Selikhov somehow tipped the ball over his bar. Klopp’s 
exasperation continues. 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/spartakmoscow
https://www.theguardian.com/football/championsleague
https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
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Coutinho saves day for Klopp's misfiring Reds 
IT WAS the 80th minute when the ball fell at the feet of Roberto Firmino, 18 yards 
out, right in the middle of Spartak Moscow's goal. 
Here was the opening Liverpool had worked for relentlessly. His touch was good, 
the ball on his favourite right foot but then came the finish: high, wide and 
anything but handsome. 
Firmino dropped to his knees and buried his head in the turf. On the touchline, 
Jurgen Klopp, spun on his heels and drove his fist into his palm in frustration. 
Liverpool had not been completely toothless in Moscow. Philippe Coutinho lit up 
the night with a magnificent effort, the kind of goal that sees his team-mates call 
him The Magician. But the easy chances? They were the ones that proved to be 
impossible. 
For all that criticising Liverpool's defence has been a dominant theme, their 
inability to put teams to the sword is proving to be just as worrying. The story of 
this game reads the same as against Sevilla: too many missed chances. 
It had been put to manager Klopp when he arrived in Moscow that Liverpool's 
need to win was not solely about taking charge of Group E but it was also to 
remind the rest of the continent they could be competent travellers. 
Recent campaigns in this competition have, after all, been wretched and you have 
to go back to November 2009, against the Hungarian minnows Debrecen, to find 
when they last recorded a Champions League group stage victory away from 
Anfield. 
'We only share the same name as those teams,' Klopp said, adamant that this 
squad would not be weighed down by the baggage of the past. His mood, he 
stressed, was 'cool' because of the travelling personnel. 
Klopp's plan was to blitz Spartak with raw pace down the flanks and Brazilian 
ingenuity in the middle and all appeared to be going smoothly during the opening 
exchanges. 
Coutinho started a move in the 10th minute that saw Emre Can and Salah join in 
before Trent Alexander-Arnold, the free spirit at right back, swapped passes with 
the Egyptian before volleying just wide. 
This was a taste of things to come with first, Salah, being stopped in his tracks by 
a block from Serdar Tasci then Firmino missed a glorious chance when he gave 
Spartak goalkeeper Artem Rebrov the chance to beat away his point-blank 
header. 
Then Liverpool did what they seem to always do and allowed a position of 
authority to become a battle for survival. Spartak had not shown much adventure 
but that changed when Coutinho was adjudged to have fouled Aleksandr 
Samedov. 
If Klopp was baffled by the award of the free kick, Fernando made sure he felt 
even worse when bending his 25-yard effort over the wall and past the flailing 
arm of Loris Karius. 
To their credit, Liverpool were soon level with a marvellous goal, Coutinho's 
dancing feet carrying him on to a return pass from Mane before he lifted his 
effort over the advancing Rebrov. 
In a flash, it appeared as if Liverpool were ready to take control. They should have 
gone into the interval with the lead but, somehow, they contrived to squander a 
five-on-two breakaway. 
The theme continued when they returned after the interval. Liverpool's attack led 
to a free-kick and another pinpoint delivery from Coutinho found Dejan Lovren 
but he headed straight at Rebrov when it seemed easier to score. 
His embarrassment was spared as referee Clement Turpin had spotted an 
infringement but the way Lovren shook his head showed he should have done 
better. 
Klopp was seeing nearly everything he wanted from his team -- the passing, the 
pressing, the energy -- and the game was played almost exclusively in Spartak's 
half. 
If you do not let the opposition out of their territory, Klopp often explains, they 
cannot score, but, again, neither could Liverpool. Another chance was came and 
went when Coutinho's free-kick was smothered by Rebrov at the second attempt. 
That turned out to be Rebrov's last involvement, however, as he went off with his 
knee heavily bandaged. With 25 minutes to go, his replacement Aleksandr 
Selikhov was under no illusions about what to expect. 
Liverpool prodded and probed but lacked clarity. Firmino encapsulated that with 
10 minutes to go but so, too, did substitute Daniel Sturridge in the shadows of 
time. This cannot continue. 
SPARTAK MOSCOW (5-4-1): Rebrov 7.5 (Selikhov 68min, 6); Eschenko 6, Tasci 7, 
Kutepov 6, Bocchetti 6.5, Dzhikiya 6; Samedov 6 (Rocha Neves 90), Fernando 7, 
Pasali 6.5, Popov 6 (Melgarejo 85); Luiz Adriano 6. Subs not used: Petkovic, 
Bakaev, Samsonov, Davydov. 
Scorer: Fernando 23. Booked: Bocchetti. Manager: Massimo Carrera 
6. LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Karius 6; Alexander-Arnold 7, Lovren 6, Matip 7, Moreno 7; 
Can 6.5 (Wijnaldum 73, 6), Henderson 6, COUTINHO 8; Salah 7, Firmino 6.5, Mane 
7 (Sturridge 70, 6.5). Subs not used: Mignolet, Milner, Klavan, Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Flanagan. 
Scorer: Coutinho 31. Booked: Can, Firmino. Manager: Jurgen Klopp 6. Referee: 
Clement Turpin (France) 7. Attendance: 40,000. 
 

 
Spartak's two keepers stop Klopp celebrating 
It was another evening in Europe promising more than it delivered for Jurgen 
Klopp. He saw Liverpool dominate Spartak Moscow in the Russian capital, but 
what may yet prove a useful away point again left him craving more. 
His side created enough chances to win, but paid for their only blemish at the 
back. In fact, it needed two keepers to keep Liverpool out. First Artem Rebrov and 
when he was injured his deputy Aleksandr Selikhov defied the visitors. Rarely, if 
ever, could Klopp have seen such a one-sided contest go with such paltry reward. 
"Win or die," was the banner unfurled from the home fans prior to kick-off. Their 
ovation at full-time proved that was a deception. They were thrilled and relieved 
to escape with a point. Klopp had said his answer to defensive vulnerabilities is to 
advance further forward. He was not bluffing. 
In their 50 years of European travel, Liverpool could never have fielded such an 
attacking line-up. Whether the inclusion of so many creative players against 
Spartak is considered bold, reckless, naive or all three, it certainly deserved more. 
Philippe Coutinho scored his second in two games, his road to redemption after 
summer tetchiness already paved with good intentions. But that cancelled out 
Aleksandr Samedov's free-kick, Liverpoolagain looking suspiciously towards their 
goalkeeper, Loris Karius. 
Liverpool have had to wait eight years since last winning a group game in the 
Champions League outside Anfield. Four managers on from Rafa Benitez leading 
the club to victory over Hungarian side Debrecen, Klopp arrived in Moscow 
hoping to improve on a modest recent record in the competition. 
Coming here they had won only two of their last 13 away games in all UEFA 
competitions, inclusive of Klopp's run to the Europa League final two years ago. 
If such statistics might have prompted most manager to adopt a cautious 
approach, Klopp's line-up suggested otherwise. 
He loaded his team with what has been labelled Liverpool's new 'Fab Four'. The 
only problem with this nickname is none of Coutinho, Sadio Mane, Roberto 
Firmino and Mohamed Salah deserves to be regarded the Ringo of the group, 
although plenty were capable of being the star. 
Spartak began in retreat, their five-man defence seeking to track Liverpool's 
runners and intercept the steady stream of one-twos the quartet was indulged. 
But the hosts had to thank their Rebrov for keeping Firmino at bay, a superb save 
from the Brazilian's header on 17 minutes shortly following a less potent effort 
from Salah. 
The pressure was building, but after a rare foray towards Liverpool's goal Spartak 
scored. 
Coutinho was adjudged to have fouled Samedov, and Fernando strode forward to 
hit the free-kick beyond Karius. At first glance it seemed the German goalkeeper 
was hesitant, regardless of how powerfully struck the set-piece. 
It was the only shot on target for Spartak in the first half. One shot, one goal. That 
kind of consistency rate is alarmingly frequent for Liverpool's defence, albeit none 
of the back four were culpable here. 
There was no cause for panic at that stage, only 23 minutes played, and the 
response was impressive. When Mane charged forward, the Spartak defenders' 
legs visibly wobbled. They could not stop the Senegal striker, and he combined 
with Coutinho to create the equaliser on 31 minutes. This was the kind of football 
which makes Klopp's time so exciting; quick and clinical. When they get it right it 
is marvellous, and Coutinho's finish gave Rebrov no chance. 
In the moments before half-time, further chances went astray, Klopp's initial 
enthusiastic applause for his side going close turning to howls of frustration. 
Salah, Firmino and Mane should have earned a half-time lead after well-crafted 
moves ended with limp finishes. Spartak's strategy to defend looked like it was 
succeeding because of the scoreline, yet the balance of play was so much in 
Liverpool's favour it seemed only a matter of time before they would strike again. 
Coutinho forced Rebrov into action with a free-kick on 53 minutes, the second 
half proceeding along a similar pattern. There was no prospect 
of Liverpool settling for a point. It is doubtful they are capable of such restraint. 
Salah should have reached another inviting Mane cross as the dominance and 
infuriation were twinned. 
Rebrov, who had kept his side in the game, needed treatment to his right knee 
after colliding with the Egyptian winger. Given the Spartak keeper's contribution 
to the match, it was a potentially significant setback. A golf buggy was summoned 
to drive the keeper off the pitch, and with his exit Liverpool's hopes of victory 
seemed elevated. 
Klopp opted to replace Mane with Daniel Sturridge with just 20 minutes 
remaining, while Georginio Wijnaldum replaced Emre Can who had been booked. 
Momentum was lost with the changes, the swiftness and purpose of movement 
surrendering to anxiety as full-time approached. Trent Alexander-Arnold was 
inches wide with a powerful drive, but the visitors were looking a side that knew 
the game should have been won. Firmino's blast over the bar after a defensive 
error summed up his and Liverpool's evening, and Sturridge also squandered two 
chances from close range. 
The signal for eight minutes of injury time offered a final chance but there was no 
way through, even the reserve keeper defying Liverpool in the latter stages. 
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Liverpool left frustrated in Europe again 
Just as the Champions League anthem rang out, a vast banner rose the length of 
one of the stands. At its centre was a bust of Spartacus and above it the motto by 
which the leader of the great gladiator revolt lived his life: "Win or Die". 
By the end of a compelling evening nobody had won and nobody had died but, 
having aimed no fewer than 17 shots at the home side's goal, Liverpool would ask 
themselves how they did not come home with three points. It was the same 
question posed after the equally frantic 2-2 draw with Sevilla which opened their 
Champions League campaign. 
Jurgen Klopp had gone emphatically for the win and had Daniel Sturridge not 
hooked the ball into the massed flags of Spartak's supporters from five yards or 
Mohamed Salah not been denied from point-blank range in the closing moments, 
he would have got it. 
Despite all the arguments that no team that defends as chaotically 
as Liverpool will travel very far in the Champions League, Klopp chose a side laced 
with attacking potential. For the first time Salah, Roberto Firmino, Sadio Mane 
and Philippe Coutinho started a competitive game. When he was asked why, 
Klopp replied: "Everybody asked me so I thought why not give it a go?" 
Under Ossie Ardiles's quixotic management, Tottenham had their 'Famous Five' 
forwards. This was Liverpool's Fab Four. They will certainly entertain. Whether 
they will win anything is rather more open to question. 
Coutinho scored a beautiful equaliser and Liverpool played well enough to win by 
more than one goal. A home draw against Sevilla and another point in the intense 
atmosphere inside the first permanent home Russia's biggest football club has 
ever had is not a bad start. Klopp will, however, think it might have been better. 
Coutinho's free-kick forced a fine save from Artem Rebrov and when the injured 
Spartak keeper had been taken off on the back of a buggy, his fellow Brazilian, 
Firmino squandered a fine opportunity to beat his replacement, Aleksandr 
Selikhov. Liverpool had six times as many chances as their opponents. 
The debate about his choice of goalkeeper will rumble on. Loris Karius produced 
an acrobatic, two-fisted save to deny a vicious shot from Andrei Eschenko but 
there will be question marks over his response to Fernando's free-kick that briefly 
gave Spartak Moscow the lead. 
Having waited 16 years for their first Russian title, Spartak have not defended it 
well and it was not long after they raised their "Win or Die" banner that the sheer 
firepower Liverpool could bring to bear started to tell. Firmino rose to meet 
Mane's cross from the left and Popov flung himself high to his right to fist away 
the header. 
Karius was not quite so good. Spartak's goal was an entirely Brazilian affair. 
Coutinho gave away the free-kick and Fernando drove it over the wall and into 
the top corner of Karius's net. For the ninth successive Champions League 
fixture Liverpool had failed to keep a clean sheet. 
Behind Karius's goal were bronze statues of Nikolai Starostin and his three 
brothers. Nikolai founded Spartak Moscow, he played for them alongside his 
brothers and he later managed the club. However, Lavrenty Beria, the head of 
Stalin's secret police supported Dynamo Moscow and Starostin was sent to the 
gulag. Football has always been a serious business in Russia. 
It is a serious business on Merseyside and you sensed that if Liverpool were to 
collapse they might do so in this atmosphere. Instead they responded in the only 
way they know under Klopp -- thrillingly. 
Mane had been clearly offside when he headed past Rebrov but now he 
combined beautifully with Coutinho and the forward whom Liverpool had clung 
on to keep amid increasingly desperate offers from Barcelona finished fabulously. 
It was his first goal in the Champions League and it was one he will always 
remember. There ought, however, to have been more. 
Spartak Moscow: (5-4-1) Rebrov (Selikhov 67); Eschenko, Tasci, Kutepov, 
Bocchetti, Dzhikiya; Samedov, Fernando, Pasalic, Popov (Melgarejo 84); Adriano. 
Substitutes: Petkovic, Bakaev, Samsonov, Davydov, Neves. 
Liverpool: (4-2-3-1) Karius; Alexander-Arnold, Matip, Lovren, Moreno; Can 
(Wijnaldum 73), Henderson; Salah, Mane (Sturridge 70), Coutinho; Firmino. 
Substitutes: Mignolet (g), Milner, Klavan, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Flanagan. 
Referee: Clement Turpin (France) 
 

 
ABIT-SPART FOR REDS 
A HUGE banner went up before kick-off which read "Win or Die". 
It did not feel quite as bad as that, but Liverpool will know they have only 
themselves to blame for failing to get an invaluable away win, which would have 
been a huge step towards the knock-out stages. 
They dropped two home points against Sevilla in their opening fixture and it is 
hard to see how they did not get all three points in Moscow. Jurgen Klopp fielded 
his Fab Four and yet even their attacking prowess could only produce one goal on 
a frustrating night in the Russian capital. 
Typically, it was a beautiful goal from Philippe Coutinho after a fabulous one-two 
with Sadio Mane, and you thought then the Reds would go on and win the game 
comfortably. 
But they failed to capitalise on their domination and pressure, as Spartak 
somehow held on for a point. 
It was made even more frustrating because the goal they conceded came from 
sheer clumsiness and careless defending from a back four seemingly incapable of 
keeping a clean sheet. 
A combination of Emre Can losing possession, Coutinho giving away a free-kick, 
and unconvincing goalkeeping from Loris Karius, allowed Spartak to take the lead. 
And no amount of chances and pressure from Liverpool were enough to break 
Spartak's resistance. At the final whistle, Russian fans celebrated as if they had 
won the game. 
And no wonder. Liverpool had 17 attempts on goal compared to Spartak's four 
and even unleashing a fearsome forward line was not enough. 
It was the first time Coutinho, Mane, Roberto Firmino and Mohamed Salah had 
started a match together this season, in a move which could be seen as either 
incredibly brave or wonderfully naive. Alas, when you don't win, it will look like 
the latter. 
Despite insisting he could write a book on defending, Klopp just does not seem to 
know how. Asked why he was playing all four, Klopp (right) admitted before kick-
off: "Everybody asked me so I thought, go on, do it!" If Liverpool fans cannot 
enjoy Klopp's cavalier attitude and sense of fun, then something must be wrong. 
But it can be very frustrating in equal measure. 
Under Klopp, the Anfield side have become the great entertainers. They leak goals 
and can be frustrating, but they have you on the edge of your seat for 90 minutes. 
Right from the start, Liverpool just went hell for leather. Mane was racing down 
the right, Salah on the left, with Firmino through the middle, with Coutinho just 
behind. 
They tore into Spartak, battering the home defence. Even the defenders were 
getting in on the action as teenage right-back Trent Alexander-Arnold fired the 
first big chance of the game wide after only 11 minutes. 
Shortly afterwards, Firmino's header from Mane's cross produced a brilliant save 
from Spartak keeper Artyom Rebrov. 
But the warning signs were also there at the other end as Liverpool's defence 
looked vulnerable with very little midfield protection. Sure enough, they were 
undone by their own mistakes after 23 minutes. Can lost possession, Coutinho 
gave away a clumsy foul, 25 yards out, and Spartak went ahead with their first 
real effort on goal. 
Spartak's Brazilian midfielder Fernando curled a terrific freekick with real whip 
and power, but the shot was quite central and there will be big question marks 
around keeper Karius. 
He promised to use the Champions League to show Klopp what he can do as he 
battles Simon Mignolet for the No.1 spot. But if this was Karius's audition, the 
German has fluffed his lines again. 
It was incredible that Liverpool could find themselves behind. But that is always 
the worry with Klopp's tactics. However, they were not behind for long. 
Coutinho levelled after 31 minutes, the brilliant Brazilian playing a clever one-two 
with Mane before firing into the net. 
Liverpool piled forward after the break, laying siege in the dying stages. But sub 
Sturridge, Salah and even Coutinho could not get the winner. 
 



 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  26 September 2017 
Opposition:  FK Spartak Moscow 
Competition:  Champions League 

26 Sep
tem

b
er 

2017
 

BBC 

 

Telegraph 

Mail 

Times 

Independent 

Guardian Mirror Echo 

  

 

 

 
Frustrating Reds still waiting to make their mark back among Europe's 
elite 
Just like against Sevilla a fortnight earlier, the Reds were guilty of failing to make 
their dominance count. 
The scenes of jubilation around the Otkrytiye Arena at the final whistle told you 
everything you needed to know. Spartak Moscow had been let off the hook. 
The depleted Russian champions were bang average throughout but Liverpool's 
lack of a ruthless streak cost them dear. 
Klopp's side enjoyed 60% possession and fashioned 17 attempts on goal to 
Spartak's measly three. 
With Sevilla hammering Maribor 3-0, the Reds find themselves two points adrift of 
the summit in Group E. No reason to panic but it's hardly been the return to 
Europe's elite that Kopites had hoped for. 
The wait for a first away triumph in the Champions League since 2009 goes on and 
Liverpool have now won just three of their last 14 group matches. 
After the outstanding Philippe Coutinho had expertly wiped out Fernando's free-
kick, Liverpool should have rammed home their superiority. 
But the Reds' Fab Four didn't make the sweet music expected of them and ended 
up enduring a Hard Day's Night. 
Roberto Firmino, substitute Daniel Sturridge and Mohamed Salah all squandered 
glorious opportunities during a frenetic finale. 
This was one of the rare occasions this term when an accusing finger couldn't be 
pointed at Liverpool's much maligned backline. 
Dejan Lovren produced comfortably his best display of the campaign so far. 
The Croatian centre-back kept his cool amid the Moscow cauldron as he 
repeatedly spotted danger and dealt with it. He made some key tackles and 
interceptions as Luiz Adriano was well shackled throughout. 
In front of Lovren, captain Jordan Henderson built on his match-winning 
performance at Leicester but around them too many were below par. 
With Sadio Mane available after suspension, Wijnaldum was the one to miss out as 
Klopp was bold with his team selection. 
It was the first time this season that he's been able to start the gifted quartet of 
Coutinho, Salah, Mane and Firmino but the expected goal rush didn't materialise. 
'Win or Die' declared the motivational message on the giant banner unveiled by 
the home fans as the teams emerged from the tunnel. 
Henderson led his team-mates into a bear pit but they should really have 
quietened the locals during an opening spell when Klopp's men seized the 
initiative. 
Spartak, who sit eighth in the Russian League, were severely weakened by the 
absence of injured top scorer Quincy Promes and captain Denis Glushakov, and it 
showed. 
Massimo Carrera went with a five-man backline as the hosts sat deep and looked 
to contain the Reds. 
What an experience for teenager Trent Alexander-Arnold, who could hold his head 
high once again. The Academy graduate volleyed wide early on before Salah was 
thwarted by Artem Rebrov after latching on to Henderson's quick free-kick. 
Pressure was growing as Mane delivered a beauty of a cross and Firmino saw his 
bullet header brilliantly turned away. 
Liverpool were in control but they have made a habit of conceding goals against 
the run of play this season and here was another one for the collection. 
Their problems started with Emre Can, who had picked up a stupid booking for 
sliding in on Salvatore Bocchetti. The German international was way off the pace 
throughout and his careless error left the Reds exposed. 
Coutinho ended up bringing down Aleksandr Samedov 25 yards out and Fernando 
stepped up to curl it beyond Loris Karius' despairing dive. It was Spartak's only 
attempt on goal in the first half as Liverpool went behind for the fifth time in their 
last six matches. 
The Otkrytiye Arena erupted as 40,000 Muscovites went wild. Fire crackers were 
set off as the din reached fever pitch and the acrid smell of smoke bombs drifted 
across the ground. This was a test of character for the Reds and to their credit they 
dusted themselves off and set about repairing the damage. 
Mane's header was ruled out for offside but just past the half hour mark Liverpool 
were deservedly level. 
Spartak were carved open by a slick one-two between Coutinho and Mane with 
the Brazilian clipping it coolly Rebrov. 
It was like someone had hit the mute button and the Reds should have secured 
further reward before the break. 
Firmino, who won't have happy memories of his 100th appearance for the club, 
couldn't convert Henderson's inviting cross from close range. Spartak enjoyed an 
even bigger let-off when Liverpool cleared a corner and countered at blistering 
pace. 
It was four on two as the white shirts swarmed forward. Alexander-Arnold found 
Henderson but they made a hash of it. The skipper opted to cross rather than 
shoot with Salah caught offside. 
The second half brought more of the same as Liverpool bossed both possession 
and territory but they were never particularly convincing. 
 

 
 
Coutinho's curling free-kick was kept out at the near post by Rebrov before Karius 
beat away a fierce strike from Eschenko. 
Mane's cute pass teed up Salah, who appeared to be shoved over in the box but 
French referee Clement Turpin wasn't interested. 
Coutinho was the heart of everything - dropping off, demanding the ball and trying 
to feed Salah and Mane. But he couldn't do it all on his own. 
Spartak lost Rebrov to a knee injury with Aleksandr Selikhov taking over in goal 
after a lengthy delay. 
Klopp sought inspiration from the bench with Sturridge and Wijnaldum on for 
Mane and Can as the 800-strong travelling Kop made themselves heard. 
Firmino should have been the hero when he capitalised on Fernando's mistake but 
snatched at it and fired over. 
Sturridge, who waited four-and-a-half years to play Champions League football for 
Liverpool, produced a lively cameo against a tiring backline. 
However, composure deserted him when he latched on to Henderson's quality 
delivery and volleyed into the crowd. It was a bad miss. 
Stoppage time saw Spartak hang on grimly with Salah's header beaten away by 
Selikhov. 
Liverpool's wait to truly make their mark back among Europe's elite goes on. 
MATCH FACTS 
Spartak Moscow : Rebrov (Selikhov 67), Eschenko, Tasci, Kutepov, Bocchetti, 
Dzhikiya, Fernando, Pasalic, Samedov (Neves 90), Popov (Melgarejo 84), Adriano. 
Not used : Petkovic, Bakaev, Samsonov, Davydov. 
Liverpool : Karius, Alexander-Arnold, Lovren, Matip, Moreno, Henderson, Can 
(Wijnaldum 73), Coutinho, Salah, Firmino, Mane (Sturridge 70). 
Not used : Mignolet, Milner, Klavan, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Flanagan. 
Referee : Clement Turpin (France) 
Goals : Fernando 23, Coutinho 31 
Bookings : Bocchetti, Can, Firmino 
Man of the match : Philippe Coutinho. Took his goal brilliantly and led the charge 
throughout. 
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Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp says his side need to be more "clinical" after the Reds 
were held to a frustrating Champions League draw despite dominating Spartak 
Moscow in Russia. 
Spartak went ahead against the run of play when Loris Karius was easily beaten by 
Fernando's free-kick after Philippe Coutinho's foul just outside the area. 
Klopp fielded forwards Roberto Firmino, Mohamed Salah, Sadio Mane and 
Coutinho in the same game for the first time, and the latter two combined for 
Coutinho to equalise with his first Champions League goal. 
Firmino, Mane and substitute Daniel Sturridge spurned good chances as Liverpool 
were forced to settle for a second successive draw in Group E. 
"We have to be more clinical - 100%," said Klopp, whose side are two points 
behind group leaders Sevilla, who beat Maribor 3-0 in Spain. 
"To create all those chances and only score one goal feels average. It was a crazy 
game. 
"What can I say? We created, created and created. Where is the real point for 
criticism? We tried with all we had. The effort was great." 
Reds not ruthless enough despite 'Fab Four' 
Liverpool were the better side throughout and peppered the Spartak goal with 16 
shots, yet they remain without an away victory in Europe's most prestigious 
competition since 2009. 
For once, their failure to win a game had nothing to do with the defence. 
With Mane back from a three-match suspension, Klopp opted to start with his 
four most potent attacking players and this will surely feel like two points 
dropped for the manager. 
As exciting as the Reds were going forward, they were guilty of spurning chance 
after chance. 
By the time Sturridge volleyed over from close range in the 90th minute, 
unmarked Firmino had headed a good chance at Artem Rebrov, while Mane fired 
another chance straight at the Spartak goalkeeper. 
The equaliser was well worked, Coutinho sweeping powerfully home from an 
angle after Mane had returned his pass to split the Russian defence and silence 
the home crowd. 
Yet even after Sturridge's miss, Salah was denied by a brilliant, one-handed save 
by substitute keeper Aleksandr Selikhove in the 96th minute after Rebrov had 
earlier been injured saving from the Egypt international. 
Is Klopp right to change keepers? 
Liverpool named their third different goalkeeper in as many matches - yet they 
still only have two clean sheets in 11 games this season. 
After Danny Ward played in the Carabao Cup defeat at Leicester last week, Klopp 
recalled Karius in Moscow despite Simon Mignolet saving a penalty in Liverpool's 
Premier League win over the Foxes on Saturday. 
Spartak rarely threatened but Karius could have done better for the goal which 
put the hosts ahead with their first serious chance. 
Emre Can was caught in possession inside his own half, forcing Coutinho to 
concede a free-kick outside the area, and Fernando curled the set-piece over the 
wall and beyond Karius - though the effort did not find the corner. 
The German did beat away Andrey Yeshchenko's fierce strike after the interval 
but the debate will continue over whether Klopp is right to rotate his keepers. 
Karius has conceded 19 goals in his 19 appearances for Liverpool in all 
competitions. 
Man of the match - Philippe Coutinho 
Champions League draw specialists - the stats 
Liverpool have drawn four consecutive Champions League games for the first time 
since March 2002. 
The Reds extended their longest winless run in the Champions League to seven 
games - losing three - having last won in September 2014 against Ludogorets. 
Coutinho has now scored nine goals in his past 14 appearances for Liverpool. 
Liverpool have not kept a clean sheet in the Champions League since November 
2009 against Debrecen, conceding in their past nine games. 
What's next? 
Liverpool have two big Premier League games before their next Champions 
League game against Maribor in Slovenia on 17 October (19:45 BST) - Newcastle 
away on Sunday (16:30) and Manchester United at Anfield on 14 October (12:30). 
Spartak's next Champions League game is at home to Sevilla on 17 October 
(19:45). 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/41235273
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/41290317


 

Compiled by Graeme Riley 

Date:  26 September 2017 
Opposition:  FK Spartak Moscow 
Competition:  Champions League 

26 Sep
tem

b
er 

2017
 

BBC 

 

Telegraph 

Mail 

Times 

Independent 

Guardian Mirror Echo 

  

 

 
 

 
 

Match ends, Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 1. 
90'+9' Second Half ends, Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 1. 
90'+7' Attempt missed. Mario Pasalic (Spartak Moscow left footed shot from outside the 
box is high and wide to the left. Assisted by Serdar Tasci. 
90'+6' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool with an attempt from the centre of 
the box is saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold with a 
cross. 
90'+3' Substitution, Spartak Moscow. Pedro Rocha replaces Aleksandr Samedov because 
of an injury. 
90'+3' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
90'+1' Delay in match Aleksandr Samedov (Spartak Moscow because of an injury. 
89' Attempt missed. Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the 
box is too high. Assisted by Jordan Henderson with a through ball. 
89' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Daniel Sturridge. 
86' Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool hits the left post with a left footed shot from the left side 
of the six yard box. Assisted by Roberto Firmino with a headed pass. 
85' Offside, Liverpool. Roberto Firmino tries a through ball, but Daniel Sturridge is 
caught offside. 
85' Substitution, Spartak Moscow. Lorenzo Melgarejo replaces Ivelin Popov because of 
an injury. 
84' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
83' Delay in match Ivelin Popov (Spartak Moscow because of an injury. 
80' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is high and wide to the right. 
78' Attempt missed. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool left footed shot from the right 
side of the box is high and wide to the right. Assisted by Alberto Moreno. 
75' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
75' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
75' Andrey Eshchenko (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
73' Substitution, Liverpool. Georginio Wijnaldum replaces Emre Can. 
71' Alberto Moreno (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
71' Foul by Salvatore Bocchetti (Spartak Moscow. 
70' Substitution, Liverpool. Daniel Sturridge replaces Sadio Mané. 
70' Foul by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
70' Andrey Eshchenko (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick on the right wing. 
68' Substitution, Spartak Moscow. Alexander Selikhov replaces Artyom Rebrov because 
of an injury. 
67' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
64' Delay in match Artyom Rebrov (Spartak Moscow because of an injury. 
63' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Aleksandr Samedov. 
59' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
58' Delay in match Artyom Rebrov (Spartak Moscow because of an injury. 
54' Corner, Spartak Moscow. Conceded by Loris Karius. 
54' Attempt saved. Andrey Eshchenko (Spartak Moscow right footed shot from the right 
side of the box is saved in the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Luiz Adriano. 
53' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrey Eshchenko. 
53' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is saved in the bottom left corner. 
52' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
52' Foul by Fernando (Spartak Moscow. 
51' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
51' Ivelin Popov (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
50' Hand ball by Serdar Tasci (Spartak Moscow. 
48' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
48' Foul by Ilya Kutepov (Spartak Moscow. 
47' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
47' Ilya Kutepov (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
46' Salvatore Bocchetti (Spartak Moscow is shown the yellow card. 
46' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
46' Foul by Salvatore Bocchetti (Spartak Moscow. 
 Second Half begins Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 1. 
45'+1' First Half ends, Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 1. 
45' Foul by Joel Matip (Liverpool. 
45' Luiz Adriano (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
44' Offside, Liverpool. Jordan Henderson tries a through ball, but Sadio Mané is caught 
offside. 
44' Corner, Spartak Moscow. Conceded by Joel Matip. 
44' Attempt blocked. Luiz Adriano (Spartak Moscow header from the centre of the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Andrey Eshchenko with a cross. 
40' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
40' Foul by Ivelin Popov (Spartak Moscow. 
39' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
39' Aleksandr Samedov (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick on the left wing. 
38' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. 
35' Foul by Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool. 
35' Aleksandr Samedov (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick on the left wing. 
33' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool. 
33' Andrey Eshchenko (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
32' Attempt missed. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
high and wide to the left. 
31' Goal! Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 1. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot 
from the centre of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané with a 
through ball. 

 
 
28' Attempt saved. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
25' Offside, Liverpool. Trent Alexander-Arnold tries a through ball, but Sadio Mané is 
caught offside. 
23' Goal! Spartak Moscow 1, Liverpool 0. Fernando (Spartak Moscow from a free kick 
with a right footed shot to the top right corner. 
22' Foul by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
22' Aleksandr Samedov (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
18' Mohamed Salah (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
18' Foul by Giorgi Jikia (Spartak Moscow. 
17' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Serdar Tasci. 
17' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from a difficult angle 
on the left is blocked. 
17' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box is 
saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Sadio Mané with a cross. 
17' Attempt saved. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool left footed shot from the left side of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Jordan Henderson with a through ball. 
17' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
17' Foul by Fernando (Spartak Moscow. 
14' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Andrey Eshchenko. 
13' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Serdar Tasci. 
13' Attempt blocked. Mohamed Salah (Liverpool right footed shot from the right side of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
12' Foul by Jordan Henderson (Liverpool. 
12' Luiz Adriano (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
11' Attempt missed. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool right footed shot from the right 
side of the box misses to the left. Assisted by Mohamed Salah with a headed pass. 
10' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
10' Foul by Aleksandr Samedov (Spartak Moscow. 
8' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
8' Foul by Ivelin Popov (Spartak Moscow. 
7' Emre Can (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
7' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
7' Salvatore Bocchetti (Spartak Moscow wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
2' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
2' Foul by Serdar Tasci (Spartak Moscow. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up. 
 


