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Wenger left scrambling for answers as crisis bites 
LIVERPOOL 3 
ARSENAL 1 
OVER the years, Arsene Wenger has become increasingly tired of talking about 
Arsenal's annual slog for a top-four spot. 
'I've been asked this question many times,' said the Arsenal boss. 'So we just have 
to focus on the next games and turn up with performances.' Well, the Arsenal 
boss had better get used to the interrogations. By the end of tomorrow night, his 
increasingly spineless side will almost certainly have been dumped out of the 
Champions League by Bayern Munich. And they will be outside the qualifying 
spots that they have repeatedly finished in since last lifting the Premier League 
trophy a now distant 13 years ago. 
There is simply no bite to this Wenger team, who have just one victory out of 
seven over their topof-the table rivals this season with three matches to come. At 
Anfield, Arsenal were hampered by the strange decision to leave their best player, 
Alexis Sanchez, sulking on the bench. However, Wenger's reasons for dropping 
the Chilean, who now wants out of the club in the summer, did not add up. It was 
not down to the unsigned new contract, he said, but how Arsenal wanted to set 
up. 
Sanchez, 28, has since indicated that he wishes to leave the London club this 
summer. 'If Sanchez was injured, said Wenger, 'no one would say you lost 
because Sanchez was not there. The question would be why we didn't perform 
better.' 
SUPER STAT: Liverpool have not lost any of their nine games against the top six 
this season, winning five and drawing four. 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Mignolet 7; Clyne 7, Matip 7.5, Klavan 6.5, Milner 7; 
Wijnaldum 7.5, Can 6, Lallana 8 (Lucas 90min); Mane 8 (Alexander-Arnold 90), 
Firmino 8.5, Coutinho 7.5 (Origi 80). 
Subs not used: Karius, Lovren, Moreno, Woodburn. Scorers: Firminio 9, Mane 40, 
Wijnaldum 90. Booked: Can. 
ARSENAL (4-1-4-1): Cech 7; Bellerin 6, Mustafi 4.5, Koscielny 5, Monreal 5; 
Coquelin 4 (Sanchez 46, 7.5); Oxlade-Chamberlain 6.5, Iwobi 6, Xhaka 5.5, 
Welbeck 7.5 (Walcott 74, 6.5); Giroud 6 (Perez 74, 6). Subs not used: Ospina, 
Gibbs, Gabriel, Ramsey. Scorer: Welbeck 57. Booked: Coquelin, Xhaka. Referee: 
Bobby Madley 6. 
 

 
Klopp demands consistency as Liverpool show good side 
Go to Liverpool's training ground at Melwood and the walls are adorned with 
perceptive and emotive quotes from the club's history. 
Jurgen Klopp might be tempted to add another before his side reconvene to 
debrief their latest rousing victory over a top-six rival. "Fool me once, shame on 
you. Fool me twice, shame on me." 
It was reassuring to hear Klopp confirm that beating Arsenal would not taint his 
assessment of what is required to ensure the real impostors are those who have 
failed against relegation-threatened sides this season rather than those regularly 
excelling in games of this stature. 
"If we judge the players after the best game of the season, then we sign a 
contract for another six seasons," said the Liverpool manager. "If we do it after 
Leicester then you change the whole squad. But the truth is always in between. 
"I never say [I am] ruthless, but I understand the question, and it's a good 
question, because after the last game I was low, angry, and I am not angry in this 
moment. 
"We can already deliver very often, but we let the bad things influence us more 
than the good things, otherwise we would celebrate our birthday maybe longer 
than one day. 
"When the week starts after Leicester everybody was angry, then we produce this 
performance. Then the question is immediately about Burnley [on Sunday] and it 
starts already, 'Oh f---, how can we do this?' I don't like inconsistency. 
It was part of the deal, obviously." 
Erratic results are a Liverpool problem rather than a Klopp creation. Yet it is 
important to recognise that in the club's history only two other managers - Kenny 
Dalglish and David Ashworth (in 1921 and adjusting for three points for a win) 
have collected 100 league points quicker. 
Such statistics only make those recent losses to Hull, Bournemouth and Swansea 
more deflating. This season should be so different. How can Roberto Firmino, 
Adam Lallana and Georginio Wijnaldum - the architects of the goals here - be so 
technically, physically and tactically proficient just five days after the substandard 
display at the King Power Stadium? Liverpool, the team who deliver against the 
best sides, performed as well as they have done against everyone else challenging 
for Champions League positions. Their last three Premier League victories have 
come against Arsenal, Tottenham and Manchester City. If they qualify for the 
Champions League, their penchant for playing their finest football against 
highercalibre opponents bodes well. 
Arsenal, the team who generally flounder against the best sides, underperformed 
in a manner typifying the second half of Arsene Wenger's reign. Liverpool's 
midfield and attack were blistering and Arsenal did not hear the starting pistol 
until their opponents had run the first few laps. 
The only surprise this time was Wenger's culpability when omitting Alexis Sanchez 
from his line-up, a decision which assisted Liverpool as their first-half momentum 
proved decisive despite the visitors' improvement when their best player was 
summoned at half time. 
Wenger is starting to look and sound like a manager increasingly resentful it is he 
rather than his underperforming players being held to account. . The greatest 
Arsenal sides not only came to Anfield and passed Liverpool off their own pitch, 
they physically dominated them, too. It is curious Wenger has drifted so far from 
his original, flawless template, one which Klopp is trying to replicate on 
Merseyside. 
Liverpool can also play pretty football and they have their own physical and 
psychological frailties to overcome before potential evolves into a season of 
substance. 
The Arsenal board and Klopp face similar issues. Do they retain faith because the 
better days are so encouraging, or have the feebler ones been so debilitating only 
drastic action will generate and maintain an upbeat tune? Liverpool and Arsenal 
fans commend and chastise their team with too much regularity, even their most 
impressive wins are accompanied by caveats. 
Klopp, just like Wenger when Arsenal are flat-track bullying, understands more 
than anyone the virtuosity of this performance does not discredit recent criticism 
of his players. It validates it. 
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The numbers that just don't add up for Liverpool 
And so for Liverpool, Burnley at Anfield next Sunday becomes the acid test and 
that, it is fair to say, is a sign of the times. Having defeated Arsenal, Jurgen Klopp 
was in a reflective mood. He thought back to Liverpool's beating Manchester City 
on New Year's Eve, and contrasted it with the wider feeling that followed two 
days later having played against a lesser opponent. "We won 1-0, if this victory 
had given us as much confidence as the draw at Sunderland had given us a knock, 
then everything would be fine, but it was not like this," he said. "Man City was: 
'We can do it sometimes', Sunderland was, 'Yeah. That is the usual face.'" 
Klopp was emphasising a point he'd already made about society. "We let the bad 
things influence us more than the good things, otherwise we'd celebrate our 
birthday maybe longer than one day." Perhaps the most accurate assessment of 
where Liverpool really are at came next: "If we judge the players after the best 
game of the season, then we sign a contract for another six seasons," he 
concluded. "If we do it after Leicester then you change the whole squad. But the 
truth is always in between." It was an admission, then, that right 
now Liverpool are a work-in-progress. "You say it is about quality, and sometimes 
probably yeah, we don't have the quality," Klopp continued. "But with quality you 
have potential, and you make quality with work." 
The danger for Klopp is, for the last six years that has consistently been the line 
from his employers, Fenway Sports Group: the one that hints at a brighter future 
being ahead, albeit one that is never delivered because Liverpool's better players 
get fed up with waiting for a collective potential to be realised and end up leaving 
before trophies and medals are achieved, leaving Liverpool back at square one. 
Supporters know about the unhealthy cycle, patience is becoming thinner and so, 
if Klopp is using the same message in a year's time it is fair to assume he will not 
be as popular as he is presently. Fenway remain convinced of their strategy which 
involves overpaying for young players before anyone else supposedly notices 
them and Klopp should be aware that while two other managers have been and 
gone, the strategy remains and so does Michael Edwards, who was officially 
appointed as the club's sporting director in November when it seemed Liverpool 
would be in a title race. For the previous eighteen months, it had been Edwards's 
responsibility to identify targets through his scouting network and extensive 
statistical data programme, before negotiating deals with clubs, players and their 
agents. If Klopp's future is influenced by FSG's history, FSG's beginning is linked to 
what went before them. Perhaps the most significant information coming out 
of Liverpool last week, indeed, related to its financial results, reflecting a long-
term reality. 'Liverpool is the only club in the top ten of the Deloitte football 
money league that didn't play in the UEFA Champions League last season,' a 
statement read. Liverpool interpreted this achievement as a demonstration of 
strength by its commercial operations to 'support the reinvestment into the 
playing squad.' Ian Ayre is gone now but since the arrival of FSG towards the end 
of 2010, one of his consistent claims has related to the determination of Fenway 
to capitalise on Liverpool's global appeal in a way neither either of the previous 
owners were supposedly able to. Ayre perceived it as a failure the decision not to 
have Anfield's merchandise store open the morning after all staff had been 
invited to Istanbul to witness what proved to be an improbable 2005 Champions 
League final victory over AC Milan. 
And yet, if it is objective to analyse performance over a five-year period, which it 
surely is, it is worth remembering that on average Liverpool's standing in the 
Deloitte league between 2004 and 2009 was one place higher than it is now, 
ignoring 2010 as a year for any sort of reasonable conclusion considering the 
mess Tom Hicks and George Gillett had left it in. 
While Fenway might defend their record since by pointing out that new financial 
challenges across Europe have emerged - most notably from City and Paris Saint-
Germain - this can be offset to some extent by the fall of major Italian clubs like 
AC Milan and Inter Milan in relation to the standings. 
If the position in the Deloitte money league really is relevant, it reflects just 
how Liverpool are underperforming, especially when you compare it to UEFA's 
rankings. Between 2004 and 2009 Liverpool's average place in the European game 
was fourth. In the last five years under FSG it has fallen to 27th. It means that 
back then -- in the supposed bad old days when Anfield's merchandise store was 
closed after arguably the most glorious night in the club's history -- Liverpool were 
punching four places above their weight financially and now, they are 18 places 
below roughly where they should be. Domestically, Liverpool are the fifth English 
club in last year's Deloitte findings -- as they have been for the last five years and 
if finance counted for everything, that would have resulted in consistent 
appearances in the Europa League rather than the Champions League -- affecting 
Liverpool's UEFA ranking. And yet, this is a period where Liverpool's average 
finishing position in the Premier League has been sixth anyway. 
If the 2015/16 Deloitte table is to be taken as something to be proud of about 
then consider this: Leicester City, Tottenham Hotspur, Southampton and West 
Ham were all below Liverpool in that table but finished above them in the Premier 
League last season: a season where Liverpool's wage bill was confirmed at 
[pounds sterling]208 million, which was bigger than City's and Arsenal's. 
The most serious question Fenway should be asking themselves is this: 
if Liverpool have the resources of a top ten European club, why is the team's 
performance on the field nowhere near that of a top ten European club? 
 

Fenway can remind of the carcass they inherited but it seems unfair to have it 
both ways because they bought Liverpool on the cheap and if you compare any 
work to some of the worst months in the club's history, then you are always going 
to be better. How many years of grace do they deserve? It seems unbalanced to 
claim credit for being in the top ten of the money league and always remind that 
they inherited problems - surely those problems have been solved to get them so 
high with Deloitte so consistently? There can only be one 
conclusion: Liverpool have spent but they have not spent well under FSG and for 
that, the responsibility is layered between the owners themselves because they 
make the appointments and the people they have brought in or promoted: 
Damien Comolli, Kenny Dalglish, Brendan Rodgers, the old transfer committee 
members, Dave Fallows and Barry Hunter; Ayre, the former chief executive, 
Michael Edwards -- and to a much lesser extent, the current manager. 
On Friday Klopp revealed he is planning an overhaul at Liverpool and though he 
did not confirm numbers, Liverpool will need as many as six signings if the club 
return to Europe's top table by dining in the Champions League. 
In his public role -- now that everyone knows what he's supposed to be doing - it 
brings a sharper focus onto the work of Edwards. Again, Liverpool are facing 
another one of those defining summe 

 
IT'S OVER (and over and over and over and over again) FOR SAD 
WENGER 
ARSENE WENGER is stuck in a time warp. Arsenal's quest for a place in the top 
four has become such an annual ritual that you can almost work out the 
timetable. Sticky spell in February ends any lingering hope of the title. March 
comes and Arsenal slip out of the Champions League places and crash out of 
Europe. Fans go into meltdown, call for the manager to go, fear they will finish 
behind Tottenham, and then a strong run-in sees them sneak into the top four 
and above their bitter rivals. It is as predictable as it is frustrating. And we have all 
lost count of the times we say this might finally be the year they miss out. 
Wenger insists Arsenal can still finish in the top four and, after 20 years of doing 
it, he should know. "I've been asked this question many times in March," said the 
Gunners boss (left). "So we just have to focus on the next games and turn up with 
performances. "It's not necessarily tougher this year. It's always tough, sometimes 
we got there in the last game of the season. It's always like that. This is a big 
disappointment. But it's important not to panic. "We have experience, we have 
done it before, and have to focus on our next game, against Bayern on Tuesday." 
If you judged Arsenal purely on their first-half performance at Anfield, you would 
say they were a rudderless ship, a midtable team with no chance of finishing in 
the top four. The second half was slightly better, after Alexis Sanchez was brought 
back in from the cold, but it only papered over the cracks as Liverpool had far 
more energy, ideas and, most tellingly, desire. Danny Welbeck pulled one back 
but Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane had already put the hosts in charge before 
Georginio Wijnaldum sealed it late on. Arsenal were a complete mess in the first 
half. They had no plan, looked weak defensively, outclassed in midfield, and a 
powder puff up front without Sanchez. The defeat saw them slip out of the top 
four, their exit from the Champions League will be confirmed by Bayern Munich 
tomorrow, and then they have only the FA Cup to save their season, starting with 
the sixth round against Lincoln on Saturday. 
Sound familiar? Yes. That's because it happens almost every year. Back in 
February 2012, they were 10 points behind Tottenham, reeled them in and 
finished in the top four. In 2013, they fell seven points behind Spurs in fourth, 
reeled them in and reached the top four again. 
In 2014, Arsenal were edged out of the top four by Everton during the run-in, 
reeled them in, needed penalties to beat Wigan in the FA Cup semi-final, then 
beat Hull in the final and finished top four. That year is most significant because it 
was the last time Wenger renewed his contract and, in March and April, the fans 
were baying for blood. They were fed-up and, unless Arsenal won the FA Cup and 
finished in the top four, there was no way he could stay. 
It is the same all over again. Except, this time, Tottenham have eclipsed Arsenal, 
are in far better shape on the pitch, and it is Chelsea, Manchester 
City, Liverpool and Manchester United also scrapping it out for the top four 
places. The competition is so much harder than previous years, Wenger must 
finish above the likes of Jose Mourinho, Jurgen Klopp and Pep Guardiola to get 
into the top four. And when he makes seemingly crazy decisions like dropping 
Sanchez, the fans have given up hope because they then watch the team meekly 
surrender at Anfield with their limp first-half performance. 
As reliable and consistent as Wenger has been in his 20 years, the fans are bored 
as much as anything. Top-four finishes alone aren't good enough, because they 
are exhausted from the annual scrap, which is always brought on by lame 
performances like at Anfield. 
They have to end up putting together a strong run only because of their own 
deficiencies in the first place. Arsenal finished fourth in 2014, third in 2015 and 
second in 2016. That is good progression. But, ultimately, they never actually 
looked like winning the title. 
If they finish outside the top four this time, things will come to a head. 
The club hide behind the belief it is those on social media who want Wenger out. 
But even the most ardent of his admirers also think it's time for change. 
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Liverpool grasp their opportunity 
The result from Old Trafford earlier in the day had offered the perfect incentive. 
And Liverpool looked like a side absolutely intent on grasping it. 
They can do that, of course. Especially here, especially at Anfield, especially in the 
Premier League. The Fortress has been well and truly re-established this year, even 
if those cup defeats to the likes of Wolves and Southampton had broken that aura 
somewhat. Liverpool have scored 19 goals in the first 30 minutes of games this 
season, five more than any other club, according to the stats wizards at Opta. 
Arsenal got the same treatment which their north London rivals Spurs couldn't 
cope with before the two-week break. 
A huge start, momentum, confidence. 
In the Premier League only Swansea have departed Anfield with all three points 
and Arsenal never looked likely to follow in their footsteps. If the inclusion of 
Giroud and benching of Sanchez suggested Arsene Wenger had a plan – more 
direct he suggested - his team certainly didn't play like it. Their work, off the ball in 
particular, was shambolic. Give this Liverpool team time and space and they hurt 
you. Arsenal did just that and while Danny Welbeck offered them a lifeline second 
half, aided by that man Sanchez, it was essentially ill-deserved. 
Liverpool's wonderful third gave the game the scoreline it deserved and put them 
right back in that top-four picture. 
Don't give up belief now, said Klopp on the eve of the game. 
If any doubted, this was a performance to restore it. Following up is even more 
important Back in August Liverpool started the season with a bang. A 4-3 triumph 
at the Emirates suggested a season where everything was possible. That hope 
lasted precisely a week when Liverpool made the journey along the M65 to 
Burnley. Disaster awaited, hope extinguished. The start of the curse of the “lesser 
teams”. Here was a game which offered plenty of optimism that Liverpool can yet 
make this a successful season and end up in those crucial top-four positions.  
Another top team beaten. That's twice for Arsenal this year. Chelsea beaten too. 
Spurs as well. Man City also on one of those great New Year's Eves. 
And sure enough, there they are. Waiting. Burnley. Back again. 
The narrative for the game is written already. Can Liverpool finally manage to 
follow-up the defeat of a top team with an expected result against a so-called 
lesser outfit? Sean Dyche will be rubbing his hands at the prospect of upsetting the 
applecart once again. That Burnley are one of the better “lesser sides” is 
immaterial. On the road they struggle and next Sunday they must be made to 
struggle again. Liverpool have given themselves a chance. A good chance. It would 
be criminal to throw it all away once again. 
Mane – who's carrying who? 
Jurgen Klopp gave Sadio Mane a piggy-back at the Emirates on the opening 
Premier League weekend as his Goal of the Month put Liverpool 4-1 up and 
starting the season in dreamland. It got a bit tighter of course but there's an 
interesting thought on that famous image. For since that wonderful day at the 
Emirates in August, it's questionable exactly who's been carrying who this season? 
It's certainly difficult to imagine where Liverpool would be this season without the 
Senegalese whose pace and direct threat simply terrified the Arsenal backline here. 
His loss to the Africa Cup of Nations in January was not the only reason for 
Liverpool's New Year decline – but it is the most glaring, the most fundamental. it 
impacted on everyone else. Mane took his goals tally to a round dozen here with 
an unerring finish to put the Reds 2-0 up from Firmino's precise pass. Every one in 
the Premier League too. The Brazilian was simply returning the favour after Mane 
had set him up for the opener with a delicious curling cross. 
That's four Premier League games with both a goal and an assist this season. No-
one beats that. Take a run-up Jurgen and jump on the man's back. He's good 
enough to carry it.  
Firmino at the double 
It's been a period of struggle for Roberto Firmino. Even Jurgen Klopp admitted he 
didn't think he could play quite as badly as he managed at the King Power on 
Monday. That's a big thing for a manger like Klopp to say. It's not just been one 
game either. His effort here – tucked away well from Mane's cross – was just his 
fourth goal in his last 20 games. That's not enough for a nine, false or otherwise. 
The loss of Coutinho to injury seemed to coincide with Firmino's drop in output 
with the assists tally also painfully small. And even with his countryman back, the 
pickings have generally been far slimmer than you'd expect from a man of his 
prodigious talents. We shouldn't forget that in his last Anfield game – against Spurs 
- his manager thought it was one of the best performances he'd seen from a striker 
without getting on the scoresheet. For the Brazilian though the goal – his tenth of 
the year - will mean everything, the assist will mean plenty. 
For most though, what we'll remember is the sublime bit of skill in the second half 
when he turned on a sixpence (they're making a Brexit comeback) and fired one 
goalwards, sadly without success. Liverpool need a new centre forward this 
summer and no return to form from Firmino will change that. 
But a dozen games of this from the Brazilian could determine which quality of 
striker Liverpool will be able to attract to play alongside him next season. 
Wenger – a farewell? 
Jurgen Klopp paid warm tribute to Arsene Wenger in his programme notes. 
 

“He is a pioneer. He is someone who turned a vision into success, built a club for 
long-term sustainable success. And he continues to put a team on the field which 
competes at the very top of one of the most competitive leagues in the world, 
playing attacking, successful football.” If this was to be Wenger's last visit to 
Anfield – where he has been part of some titanic struggles – it was an insipid and 
disappointing display on which to depart the Merseyside stage. 
His visit to Everton didn't go much better earlier in the year. 
Twenty-four times he has brought his side to Anfield since his first visit back in 
1996, a League Cup fourth round tie in 1996. Ian Wright scored two, it was a very 
long time ago. And there are signs that it's all too long ago for some. 
His decision to replace Danny Welbeck in the second half was booed by sections of 
his own support. In the post match press conference he defended his move to start 
Alexis Sanchez on the bench with the suggestion that he bought him, knew he was 
a very good player and has always played him.  The impact of Sanchez he put down 
to it being easier for the strikers in the second half. 

 
Arsene Wenger loses top four spot as Alexis Sanchez cannot prevent 
Anfield defeat 
A disastrous first half saw Arsenal slip out of the Premier League’s top four as they 
lost 3-1 to Liverpool at Anfield. Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane scored in an 
opening period where Liverpool tore their visitors, who had left top scorer Alexis 
Sanchez on the bench. The Chilean’s introduction inspired Arsenal to fight back as 
he provided an assist for Danny Welbeck but the Gunners were unable to find an 
equaliser as Georginio Wijnaldum netted on the counter in injury time. 
Pre-match the debate started and ended with Arsene Wenger’s decision to bench 
Alexis Sanchez, with Mesut Ozil having been left in London as he recovered from 
the flu. Olivier Giroud led the line in the Chilean’s stead. There was a degree of 
logic to Wenger’s selection and it was at least apparent in the early stages that 
Arsenal had a plan, not something that can always be said of them on their visits 
to top six rivals. Giroud would allow them to break Liverpool’s press through long 
balls, with Danny Welbeck and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain providing bursts of pace 
and defensive endeavour. Arsenal lined up in a 4-5-1 without the ball, Alex Iwobi 
slipping back into midfield. The gameplan made sense but then so did their 
inability to play to it. Within nine minutes Liverpool had exposed the soft heart of 
Arsenal’s defence. Laurent Koscielny lost out from a goal kick and Jurgen Klopp’s 
explosive attacking trident were three on three with the rest of the Gunners 
defence. Mane fizzed a cross-shot to the back post, where Firmino had the time 
to take a touch before lifting his effort over Petr Cech. 
The Arsenal goalkeeper was perhaps the only player to leave the pitch at the 
interval with any sort of credit after a fine save from Philippe Coutinho, who 
ought to have had a hat-trick in the first half as he spurned several chances. 
Further forward, on the rare occasions that Arsenal managed to find their way 
past the Adam Lallana-led press, the Gunners couldn’t even play to their 
gameplan. Not a single touch in the area in the first 45 minutes and Giroud could 
scarcely muster a touch. How could you blame him though, on only one occasion 
did he have a cross to compete for and he then at least forced Simon Mignolet to 
flap at a cross. That moment was the eye of the storm, the only second when 
Liverpool’s remorseless first-half whirlwind was dulled. Arsenal did however seem 
like they might get away with it and hold on until half-time. 
But Alex Iwobi failed to track his runner on the far side of the pitch as James 
Milner burst down the lift. Georginio Wijnaldum and Firmino quickly switched the 
ball across the box, where Mane was waiting to hammer home the second. 
Wenger blinked at the half, as he had to. Francis Coquelin made way for Sanchez 
after 45 minutes in which he failed to shield the Arsenal back four, winning just a 
solitary tackle. The dynamic shifted immediately. Sanchez crossed twice in three 
minutes. Mignolet flapped at the first. Giroud met the second with an excellent 
header that the Liverpool goalkeeper palmed on to the bar. 
Though Liverpool continued to ask questions of their endeavour was to be their 
undoing. At 2-0 up they had committed far too many to an attack and Arsenal 
pounced. Sanchez slipped through Danny Welbeck. Sold by Manchester United 
because of his poor finishing he delivered a delightful chip over Mignolet to drag 
the visitors back into the contest. 
Both sides continued to chase another, leaving the space for their opponents to 
counter into but without either side quite making a clear cut chance, though the 
excellent Coutinho laid one on a plate for Joel Matip, who made minimal contact 
with his header from a wide free-kick. 
Lallana was to provide the outstanding moment of the game in its closing 
seconds, pinging an outside of the boot pass to substitute Divock Origi. The 
Belgian crossed low, Wijnaldum tapped home and a thoroughly deserved victory 
was secured. 
Arsenal should have been the beneficiary of a man advantage for the final 15 
minutes when Matip and Emre Can, already booked for a cynical foul on Sanchez, 
slid in on Theo Walcott. Only Granit Xhaka was put in the book for his 
protestations. 
Wenger may point to that as evidence of why luck was not on his side tonight but 
this defeat was down to more than chance. As is so often the case with Arsenal 
they put in a high-quality display against a high-quality opponent. They just 
waited until the contest was over to do so. 

 

http://www.standard.co.uk/topic/arsenal
http://www.standard.co.uk/topic/premier-league
http://www.standard.co.uk/topic/liverpool-fc
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Sanchez omission haunts Arsenal in defeat 
Not quite the searing annihilation of two years ago, perhaps, when Liverpool were 
three-up on Arsenal in quarter of an hour, but it was a mighty win for them, all-
right: a night which left those of an Anfield disposition perhaps not knowing 
whether to laugh or cry. If they only achieved this kind of display against those 
sides with no reputation, they might be challenging Chelsea for the title. 
The outcome must be viewed in the context of Arsenal's desperate first half 
performance yet it was a reminder, too, of Liverpool's glorious autumn in which 
the attacking big four -- Philippe Coutinho, Sadio Mane, Adam Lallana, Roberto 
Firmino - looked equal to anyone. Coutinho looked his best in weeks and Mane, 
contributor to both goals, dominated the Arsenal left. A moment of sublimity 
from Firmino early in the second half -- chest control, drag back behind Bellerin 
and shot -- was a metaphor for his enduring class. 
Liverpool's belief flowered as the reality of Arsenal's early hopelessness dawned. 
They hunted in packs during a first half in which Francis Coquelin and Grant Xhaka 
were terrorised and mentally spent, and in which Arsene Wenger's full-backs 
were utterly absent when each of the decisive first half goals came in. 
There was strife to go with all this, when Alexis Sanchez was left on the bench and 
spent the first half glowering in the dug-out. His absence gave Liverpool a pass. 
Without his threat, the home defence could afford a higher line from the outset, 
with Emre Can organised to drop into the back four to deal with Olivier Giroud 
when required. 
Giroud had previously scored five in seven against Liverpool in the Premier 
League, which offered some rationale to Wenger's Sanchez decision -- but not 
much. The decision seems to stem substantially from the psychological state 
Sanchez is in. His body language after the 5-1 defeat at Munich two weeks ago, 
crouched on the pitch at the end, telegraphed how he took the dreadful display 
personally and was above it all. He remonstrated with Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
on the pitch that night and did the same with Nacho Monreal when he arrived 
after half time here and you sense it is his attitude which Wenger had taken 
against. He senses a selfishness. 
That kind of a statement from a manager is all very well when his side goes out 
and delivers, yet Arsenal without Sanchez were pitiful. From them it was the 'anti-
press'; a first half in which they invited Can to look up and select a pass. Can has 
not been demonstrating the kind of form which entitles him to his delay on 
contract talks, yet the space opened up for him and the confidence came 
freewheeling back. 
The goals both displayed Liverpool's fast exchange of passes at their best, though 
included a desperate quality of defending, too. Mane slid a cross from the right on 
nine minutes, which Coutinho tried to flick in. He missed, so Firmino, behind him, 
did the honours - drilling home instead, with Hector Bellerin drawn fatally into the 
area and away from the lurking threat. Firmino returned the favour for Mane six 
minutes before half-time, finding the Senegalese in such space - five yards of it -- 
that he had time to control, take aim and level a right foot shot beyond Petr Cech. 
Sanchez took only minutes to breathe fire into Wenger's side when arriving 
immediately after the interval, bullying Can in midfield and sliding a ball into the 
inside left channel after 56 minutes for Danny Welbeck to clip an excellent finish 
over Simon Mignolet. 
In the Arsenal tradition of recent years, the side found some fight when the fight 
looked like it was gone -- pressing, harrying and testing the vulnerability in 
Liverpool's central defence. Theirs was a very open formation, yet Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain billeted in central midfield as Sanchez took the left hand berth, 
contributed well. Mignolet had already been forced to palm over when a cross 
looped over Ragnar Klavan for Giroud to head, before Arsenal scored. 
Liverpool had their own chance to put the game away when a Coutinho free-kick 
presented Joel Matip with a free header and substitute Divock Origi headed 
against the upright from a James Milner free-kick eight minutes later. The game 
was in its dying embers when Liverpool finished it off -- an imperious pass from 
the Firmino outstep finding Origi who crossed for Georginio Wijnaldum to strike 
home. It was some finish from a midfielder under such pressure. 
Jurgen Klopp's side stride into the top four, still daring to believe that they are 
progressing. Arsenal are simply left bereft - wondering where on earth this tunnel 
will take them and when they will find some light. 
Teams 
Liverpool (4-3-3): Mignolet; Milner, Matip, Klavan, Clyne; Lallana, Can, Wijnaldum; 
Mane, Firmino, Coutinho, Substitutes not used: Karius, Lovren, Moreno, Lucas 
Arsenal (4-2-3-1): Cech; Bellerin, Xhaka, Koscielny, Monreal; Oxlade-Chamberlain, 
Coquelin; Welbeck, Iwobi, Mustafi; Giroud. Substitutes not used: Ospina, Gibbs, 
Gabriel, Sanchez, Ramsey 
Star man: Firmino 
Match rating: 8 
 

 
Liverpool rally to punish Wenger for axing Sanchez 
Liverpool 3 Firmino 9, Mane 40, Wijnaldum 90 Arsenal 1 Welbeck 57 Att: 53,146 
If anyone wondered at the extent of Arsene Wenger's power as he approaches 21 
years at Arsenal, then perhaps this was the moment that the old prophet of north 
London, and the godfather of Premier League managers, reminded us all that it is 
still him that calls the shots. He chose to leave out Alexis Sanchez, Arsenal's best 
player, in a game that his faltering team could scarcely afford to lose, the bold 
move of a manager who wants to show the world that he can still change a game, 
perhaps even a season, by the sheer power of his judgment. That Arsenal lost the 
game, and played as badly as they did for the 45 minutes that they were without 
Sanchez, meant the afternoon was heavy with the mood that the Wenger era is 
coming to an end. It was a grave error to leave out Sanchez, just as it was obvious 
that when Sadio Mane scored Liverpool's second with five minutes left until 
halftime, and Arsenal were clinging on as the break approached, that the Chilean 
had to come on. Everyone knew what was wrong with Arsenal, even Wenger 
knew what was wrong with Arsenal, but only Wenger knew why he had inflicted 
the problem on Arsenal. He said that in leaving out Sanchez he wanted his team 
to be more direct, and take advantage, in his own words, of Liverpool being 
"vulnerable at corners". Asked whether he had made a mistake, especially with 
Mesut Ozil absent through illness, Wenger was his old self, unapologetic and 
unyielding. "I have no special regrets," he said, "the only regret is to have lost the 
game. "The thinking was that we had to go more direct. We wanted two players 
who are strong in the air because we decided to go more direct, after that to 
bring on Alexis Sanchez in the second half. Of course I believe in the second half it 
was easier for the strikers and you could see the difference in the performance of 
[Olivier] Giroud and [Theo] Walcott, because we dominated midfield much more. 
"Everybody will come to the same conclusion, but I'm strong enough and lucid 
enough to analyse the impact. I don't deny Alexis is a great player. I bought him, I 
always played him and he has developed well. A decision like that is not easy to 
make, but you always have to stand up." He said that he wanted his goalkeeper, 
Petr Cech, to kick the ball long, and yet it was hard to remember this direct 
approach yielding much until Giroud had a header turned onto the bar by Simon 
Mignolet at the start of the second half. By then Roberto Firmino and Mane had 
scored and already there had been booing from the away supporters when the 
whistle blew for half-time. On 57 minutes, Danny Welbeck scored his first league 
goal since April, from Sanchez's pass, but it was always Liverpool who looked to 
have the greater tactical competence, the more energy and drive to see the 
victory out, and they closed the deal in the final moments with a breakaway goal 
from Giorginio Wijnaldum. At this time of the year, Wenger always seems to be 
under pressure, and this season, with his future so uncertain, is no different, but 
the Sanchez decision just made his position even worse. The atmosphere at the 
Emirates on Tuesday night, when Arsenal seek to overturn a 5-1 deficit against 
Bayern Munich, could be one of the worst the club's manager has known, or 
perhaps in his team's inimitable way they will serve up a glorious distraction. They 
still have a game in hand on Liverpool, but for now it is Klopp's team who move 
into fourth place, and their manager conceded that after that crushing defeat to 
Leicester City on Monday night, this week had demonstrated the inconsistent 
nature of his team. "We are the roller-coaster: lots of ups but too many downs. 
Only if you are really silly do you let the bad things influence you more than the 
good things. "Then I watched training again late in the week and I thought, 'OK, 
the boys showed what they are capable of '. I do not like that inconsistency but it 
is part of the deal in our development. You win games and lose against the big 
teams because they are at a high level. Yet we've chosen another way, but it's still 
part of the deal. We know that we have to keep on going and we will." 
This was the meeting of the top six's two problem clubs, and in the first 
half Liverpool seized the initiative. They have taken 19 points from a possible 27 
against fellow top six teams, a record only undermined by their dreadful results 
against the small fry of the division. The first goal was a surging attack in 
which Liverpool managed to get numbers forward and Adam Lallana switched the 
ball right to Mane. His cross went through the legs of Philippe Coutinho and 
reached Firmino at the back post, where he could afford to take a touch to steady 
himself before dispatching it past Cech. Mane finished beautifully with his right 
foot on 40 minutes when the ball came to him via James Milner, Wijnaldum and 
then finally Firmino to the right side of the area. "If you had asked me on 
Wednesday if we could win I would have said no," Klopp said." On Thursday, I 
would have said maybe. But on Friday I knew we could win. The performance 
tonight should not be a surprise." Liverpool were caught on the counter-attack for 
Welbeck's goal, when Sanchez played the ball inside the rightback Nathaniel Clyne 
but well wide. It still asked a great deal of Welbeck, who ran onto it and finished 
with a sweet chip over Mignolet with the outside of his right boot. 
Arsenal did almost get the equaliser in a later barrage, but were not close enough 
and Liverpoolescaped on the counter, from Lallana to  substitute Divock Origi and 
then to Wijnaldum, for a third goal to which there could be no answer. 
Liverpool (4-3-3) Mignolet 6; Clyne 7, Matip 6, Klavan 6, Milner 7; Lallana 8 (Lucas 
90), Can 7, Wijnaldum 8; Mane 7 (Alexander-Arnold 90), Firmino 8, Coutinho 7 
(Origi 80). Subs Karius (g), Lovren, Moreno, Woodburn. 
Arsenal (4-2-3-1) Cech 7; Bellerin 6, Mustafi 5, Koscielny 6, Monreal 5; Xhaka 5, 
Coquelin 4 (Sanchez 45); Oxlade-Chamberlain 6, Iwobi 5 Welbeck 7 (Walcott 74); 
Giroud 6 (Perez 74). Subs Ospina (g), Gibbs, Gabriel, Ramsey. Booked Coquelin. 
Referee R Madley (West Yorkshire). 
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Liverpool overtake Gunners 
ARSENAL Welbeck 57 LIVERPOOL Firmino 9, Mane 40, Wijnaldum 90+1 1 32 The 
marketing slogan for Liverpool's revamped ground is "Anfield, where greatness 
happens." They missed a word: "sometimes". In defeats here to Swansea, 
Southampton and Wolves, and draws with West Ham and Plymouth, a distinct 
averageness took place. It's why Liverpool won't win any competitions this season 
and the inconsistency of Jurgen Klopp's team may never have been better 
illustrated than in their two games this week. 3-1 surrenderers to a team in the 
relegation zone on Monday, 3-1 destroyers of a top-four rival here. Insipid as they 
were at Leicester, they were inspired at Anfield. The Kop left, roaring and 
forgiving, because when Klopp's Liverpool are good they are very good. 
From the first whistle, and the first press, Arsenal were hustled off their game. 
Klopp's men were sharp, collected and purposeful; clearly superior, and for home 
fans it was exhilarating. Roberto Firmino scored early, Sadio Mane added another 
and though Liverpool wobbled when Danny Welbeck retrieved a goal for Arsenal, 
they recovered to dominate again and seal the game with a blistering 
counterattack. Adam Lallana, on form again and man of the match, led a break 
and waited intelligently for reinforcements before spreading play to Divock Origi. 
The young substitute was quick and decisive, playing a low, early cross. Georginio 
Wijnaldum, having burst lungs to get there, arrived to sidefoot in. Klopp hugged a 
fan, Pep Lijnders and Zeljko Buvac, his assistant, bumped each other. Arsene 
Wenger sunk into his seat. As Klopp mused: "We are the rollercoaster, lots of ups 
but too many downs." In the dressing room at the King Power stadium he had 
lectured players on their failings there, following up with an analysis session that 
"wasn't nice for me to do or nice for the boys to see". Training had been 
discouraging too, then such a contrast on matchday. "I don't like the fact that 
inconsistency is part of the deal in a development," said Klopp. 
Wenger is reliable -- in dividing Arsenal supporters. Here he gave his critics an 
open goal, by dropping Alexis Sanchez. The suspicion was the decision was related 
to the standoff -- with Juventus heavily linked to the player -- over Sanchez's 
contract, and his poor body language amid the recent slump. 
Wenger claimed it was tactical, that he wanted to play more direct to beat 
Liverpool's high press, but giant Joel Matip and burly Ragnar Klavan were happy 
about high balls being fired at Olivier Giroud and Giroud touched the ball fewer 
times than both goalkeepers in Arsenal's miserable first half. 
The most successful side against the top teams, Liverpool's template for winning 
these big games at Anfield is established; start furiously, score early, ride home on 
waves of passion. And so it went. The difference between the teams was seen in 
vignettes, Lallana blitzing Granit Xhaka and pressing him out of possession, Francis 
Coquelin dwelling on the ball and red shirts converging to sack him like a rookie 
quarterback. Worst was the number of times smaller Liverpool forwards beat big 
Arsenal defenders in the air. Firmino's goal originated from a kick, straight down 
the middle, by Simon Mignolet. Laurent Koscielny pushed up, out of position, to 
try and deal with it and unforgivably did not. Firmino beat him to the flick on and 
Philippe Coutinho was intelligent in heading back to the free Lallana. 
Lallana released Mane on the right and Mane centred. Coutinho, arriving, 
attempted a flick and missed but the ball ran to Firmino at the back post anyway. 
His first touch was untidy but he recovered and, helped by a deflection, scored 
high into the net. Arsenal were also without Mesut Ozil, through illness, and 
didn't use Welbeck enough. Their response amounted to little: some untidy 
attempts to play through Giroud and Xhaka lashing a volley into the stand. 
Liverpool, without creating slews of chances, were always purposeful and 
Coutinho struck a fine left-foot shot palmed over by Petr Cech. Then it was 2-0. 
From a superb team move, starting with Klavan finding James Milner and Milner 
playing in to Wijnaldum, Liverpool reached Arsenal's box. Wijnaldum found 
Firmino and he shook off Xhaka, lithely, then with excellent vision played a square 
pass to tee up Mane on the other side of the area. Mane drove in a low shot and 
it was too good for the diving Cech. It was almost over by the interval. Lallana's 
pass deflected to Coutinho, who controlled beautifully to go clear on Cech. But he 
didn't have time to craft his shot and poked it at the goalkeeper. 
When Sanchez came out at half-time to warm up alone you knew change was 
coming. Klopp said it took Liverpool five minutes to adjust "but it felt like 50," so 
much disarray did the Chilean's menace cause. With Sanchez on from the restart, 
within four minutes Giroud made a fine header that Mignolet pushed on to the 
bar. And soon Arsenal had a goal, and of course Sanchez was involved. Collecting 
just inside Liverpool's half, he drove forward and seemed to have overrun the ball 
but caught up with it in time to bisect Matip and Nathaniel Clyne with a delicious 
pass. It released Welbeck, who lifted a chip over the advancing Mignolet. For the 
striker, it was a first league goal in 11 injury-cursed months. 
Origi nodded against a post as Liverpool reasserted their superiority but could not 
put Arsenal away. But Wijnaldum's strike brought joyous release 
and Liverpool are up to third. 
Liverpool: Mignolet 7, Clyne 6, Matip 7, Klavan 7, Milner 7, Lallana 8 (Lucas 90min, 
5), Can 6, Wijnaldum 7, Mane 7 (Alexander-Arnold 90min, 5) Firmino 7, Coutinho 
7 (Origi 80min, 6) Substitutes: Karius, Lovren, Moreno, Woodburn Arsenal: Cech 7, 
Bellerin 6, Mustafi 7, Koscielny 5, Monreal 5, Iwobi 6, Coquelin 5 (Sanchez h-t, 6) 
Xhaka 5, Oxlade-Chamberlain 6, Giroud 6 (Perez 74min, 5) Welbeck 7 (Walcott 
74min, 5) Substitutes: Ospina, Gibbs, Gabriel, Ramsey  
 

 
Liverpool bounce back into form with spirited victory over listless 
Arsenal 
Liverpool extended their impressive record against top-six teams this season by 
completing a double over Arsenal, leapfrogging the Gunners and moving above 
Manchester City to third place as a result. Just about the last thing you need 
when dropping Alexis Sánchez to the bench is to simultaneously drop out of the 
Champions League positions, and though Arsène Wenger had his head in his 
hands at various points in another disappointing display he probably owes Eddie 
Howe a pint for doing him a favour at Old Trafford. But for Bournemouth holding 
Manchester United to a draw Arsenal would have woken up on Sunday morning 
in sixth. 
The intensity that went missing in Liverpool’s defeat at the King Power Stadiumon 
Monday was back in evidence at Anfield, although it could simply be that Jürgen 
Klopp’s side found these opponents more accommodating than Leicester. The 
home side could only have been encouraged to discover Sánchez would not be 
starting and Mesut Özil was not even in the squad, and without that pair Arsenal 
looked a little laboured going forward. Liverpool did not, and were ahead inside 
nine minutes. Adam Lallana played Sadio Mané into space on the right, and when 
the cross came in Philippe Coutinho allowed it to reach the unmarked Roberto 
Firmino at the far post. He had time to take a touch before lashing a shot into the 
roof of Petr Cech’s net. 
If conceding early asked a question of Arsenal, they struggled to answer it for the 
next half-hour. With Coutinho and Lallana working hard to prevent the visitors 
building from the back, Olivier Giroud and Alex Iwobi were isolated up front and 
too easily contained, so much so that when Granit Xhaka strode from midfield to 
waft a speculative effort from distance high into the Kop, the travelling fans in the 
Anfield Road end could be heard rejoicing that their side had had a shot. 
By that stage Liverpool had managed another attempt on target, Cech’s fingertips 
diverting a shot from Coutinho over the angle of post and bar, and it was clear 
Arsenal were having difficulty dealing with the pace and invention of Mané and 
Firmino. 
“We have shown we can work harder than our opponents,” Klopp claimed in his 
programme notes, presumably to fire up his own players rather than make a point 
about the opposition’s elegant shirkers. Liverpool’s unselfish work ethic could be 
seen when they added a second goal before the interval, with James Milner 
holding up the ball on the left until Georginio Wijnaldum and Firmino arrived to 
help, each one transferring the ball across the edge of the area until Arsenal’s 
cover ran out and Firmino’s pass found Mané entirely in space. The winger 
needed no further invitation than a clear sight of goal to bury a shot into Cech’s 
bottom corner, and although a two-goal half-time lead was a fair indication of 
Liverpool’s superiority, Arsenal were actually lucky not to turn round three goals 
in arrears. Coutinho missed the best opportunity of the half right on the stroke of 
the interval, when he did well to bring down a ball from the air and hold off 
Shkodran Mustafi near the penalty spot, only to shank his shot into the arms of a 
grateful Cech when there was only the goalkeeper left to beat. 
To no one’s surprise Sánchez came on for the second half, and Arsenal 
immediately looked better. Nacho Monreal sent over a cross from the left and 
Giroud predictably got his header on target, though Simon Mignolet was able to 
get a hand to it and push the ball on to the bar. Just before the hour the 
substitute proved a point of his own when sliding a perfectly weighted pass for 
Danny Welbeck to run on to and pull a goal back. The goal still took some scoring, 
and possibly Mignolet got his angles wrong, but Welbeck is adept at making the 
most of unpromising half chances and he managed to squeeze a shot between 
goalkeeper and post. 
That livened up the contest no end, and though Mustafi had to make a goalmouth 
clearance from Coutinho’s low cross Arsenal were beginning to show a greater 
attacking threat. A strong run by Sánchez was only ended by a challenge that 
resulted in a booking for Emre Can, before Coutinho shot too high following a 
sequence of short passes on the edge of the Arsenal area then provided a cross 
with a free-kick from which Joël Matip should have done much better. Can was 
lucky to escape a second yellow for a reckless challenge on Theo Walcott, a 
decision that incensed Xhaka so much the Arsenal man ended up in the book, 
while at the other end Divock Origi came on and struck a post with a header from 
Milner’s free-kick. 
Liverpool were not exactly hanging on at the end but they did find themselves 
having to deal with Arsenal pressure, which was not a scenario anyone had 
envisaged at the interval. Yet just as stoppage time was shaping up to be 
interesting Liverpool killed the game with a clinical strike, even if Origi looked 
fractionally offside in the buildup. Lallana did well in the centre to hold the ball 
and delay his pass, before sending Origi up the right for a cross that Wijnaldum 
met with a sweet first-time finish. 
There could be no arguing with the scoreline, though equally no knowing what 
Arsenal might have achieved had they fielded their strongest side from the start. 
“I have no regrets, I have to stand by my decision,” Wenger said. “Collectively we 
were good in the second half, just as collectively we were not good enough in the 
first.” 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/blog/2017/mar/04/alexis-sanchez-arsenal-liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/mar/04/manchester-united-bournemouth-premier-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/feb/27/leicester-city-liverpool-premier-league-match-report
https://www.theguardian.com/football/arsenal
https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/mar/04/arsene-wenger-alexis-sanchez-arsenal-liverpool-jurgen-klopp
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Liverpool secured a vital advantage over Arsenal in the battle for a place in the 
Premier League's top four with a well-deserved win at Anfield. 
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger gambled by leaving Alexis Sanchez - his leading 
scorer with 17 Premier League goals - on the bench but the ploy failed miserably 
as Liverpool took control by the break. 
Roberto Firmino's far-post finish put Liverpool ahead after nine minutes and Sadio 
Mane confirmed their superiority with an emphatic strike just before half-time. 
Sanchez, predictably, emerged as a substitute at the start of the second half and 
set up a goal for Danny Welbeck that gave Arsenal hope but Georginio Wijnaldum 
struck on the break deep into injury-time to seal Liverpool's win. 
Liverpool are now up to third, level with Manchester City on 52 points - but 
Arsenal are now in fifth trailing that pair by two points. 
Wenger pays for Sanchez blunder 
Arsenal and Arsene Wenger had so much riding on this game - a meeting where 
they knew defeat would leave them outside the Premier League's top four. 
It made his decision to leave his most dangerous attacker Sanchez on the bench 
totally inexplicable, Wenger's tactical ploy backfiring badly as Liverpool assumed 
control in those crucial first 45 minutes. 
Brave or desperate? Or a touch of both? Either way it was consigned to the 
dustbin at the interval. 
Wenger preferred the physicality and aerial threat of Olivier Giroud and Danny 
Welbeck but Arsenal's failure to arrive in any attacking positions in the first half 
totally negated any impact he hoped they would have. 
The folly of Wenger's selection was further exposed by the manner in which 
Sanchez transformed Arsenal's approach when he emerged as a substitute, 
setting up Welbeck's goal - although the Chilean's energy levels dried up as the 
half went on. 
Wenger's decisions will come under the closest scrutiny as speculation continues 
about his future, and if Arsenal miss out on the Champions League failed moves 
like this will understandably be portrayed in an unflattering light. 
Sanchez's demeanour at the final whistle told the tale. As Liverpool manager 
Jurgen Klopp celebrated with his backroom team, he offered the briefest of 
gestures to Arsenal's fans before going straight down the tunnel. 
Klopp masters rivals again 
Liverpool have faltered badly against the Premier League's strugglers, losing and 
performing dismally in defeat at Hull City and Leicester City - who were both in 
the bottom three when those games kicked off. 
Klopp, however, has mastered the art of overcoming Liverpool's closest rivals and 
this may yet be the key to achieving the top four place that was the goal before 
the start of the season. 
Klopp's record against Arsenal, Chelsea, Manchester City, Manchester United and 
Tottenham is highly impressive and this victory leaves his team with seven wins, 
eight draws and one defeat from 16 league games. 
This was not a vintage Liverpool performance, but the energy and creation shown 
here was in stark contrast to that shown at the King Power Stadium on 
Monday and more akin to the recent 2-0 win against Spurs here at Anfield. 
Liverpool were helped by Philippe Coutinho's best display since he returned from 
a seven-week absence with an ankle injury, while Ragnar Klavan offered a more 
physical defensive presence than Lucas, dropped after the Leicester debacle. 
This result keeps Liverpool in the shake-up for a Champions League place - but 
also underscores why they have collapsed in the title race. 
Results against your closest rivals, while desirable, are not enough on their own. 
Wijnaldum the man for the big occasion 
Quietly and without fuss, Wijnaldum is having a fine impact at Liverpool in his first 
season since his £25m move from Newcastle United. 
He operates in the shadow of more eye-catching players such as Coutinho, Adam 
Lallana and Firmino, but he is missed when he is not playing and contributes vital 
goals when he does. 
Wijnaldum scored the winner against Manchester City, the equaliser against 
Chelsea and the vital third goal here. The man for the big occasion. 
Man of the match - Sadio Mane (Liverpool) 
Liverpool unbeaten in nine against top six 
Liverpool are unbeaten in their nine Premier League games this season against 
the current top six (W5 D4). 
Arsenal haven't won any of their last 11 Premier League away games against the 
other teams currently in the top six (W0 D5 L6). 
The Gunners find themselves outside the Premier League top four at the end of a 
day for the first time since 13 January. 
Sadio Mané has both scored and assisted in four Premier League games this 
season, more than any other player. 
Alexis Sanchez has been directly involved in a league-high 26 goals in his 26 
Premier League games this season, scoring 17 and assisting nine. 
The Liverpool v Arsenal fixture in the Premier League has produced 17 90+ minute 
goals, more than any other Premier League game. 
'Simon Mignolet saved our lives' - what they said 
'Liverpool are rollercoaster of Premier League' 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp: "It was one of the best games we have played so far 
because of the strength of our opponent. 

 

"We did really well. We had hard words after the defeat at Leicester. We analysed 
it and that wasn't enjoyable. 
"We had another opportunity and we took it today. It's the rollercoaster of the 
Premier League. 
"All of them played a fantastic game. When we are compact it's fantastic. Adam 
Lallana can come out of the formation and trigger something. Being compact and 
stable is the basis of each good display. 
"We knew Arsenal would bounce back in the second half. Alexis Sanchez is the 
highest quality player and plays different to Danny Welbeck. Simon Mignolet 
saved our lives. 
"It's important to go back to fourth above Arsenal. We really felt bad last week, 
we needed a few days to understand what happened." 
Arsenal had difficult first half - Wenger 
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger: "Our performance was not at the level we 
expect in the first half but that is down to a lack of rhythm, we have not played 
for a while. 
"The collective response was very strong in the second half." 
What's next? 
Liverpool have over a week to recover before they host Burnley on Sunday, 12 
March in the Premier League. 
But Arsenal have no such luck. They welcome Bayern Munich to the Emirates for 
the second leg of their last-16 Champions League tie on Tuesday, 7 March with a 
5-1 deficit to turn around. 
And on Saturday, 11 March they play Lincoln in the FA Cup sixth round. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/39024318
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/39024318
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Match ends, Liverpool 3, Arsenal 1. 
90'+4' Second Half ends, Liverpool 3, Arsenal 1. 
90'+3' Substitution, Liverpool. Trent Alexander-Arnold replaces Sadio Mané. 
90'+2' Substitution, Liverpool. Lucas Leiva replaces Adam Lallana. 
90'+1' Goal! Liverpool 3, Arsenal 1. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot 
from the centre of the box to the bottom right corner. Assisted by Divock Origi following 
a fast break. 
90'+1' Attempt blocked. Alexis Sánchez (Arsenal right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Alex Iwobi. 
89' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
89' Foul by Héctor Bellerín (Arsenal. 
87' Adam Lallana (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
87' Foul by Alexis Sánchez (Arsenal. 
87' Attempt blocked. Lucas Pérez (Arsenal left footed shot from the centre of the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
87' Offside, Liverpool. Ragnar Klavan tries a through ball, but Sadio Mané is caught 
offside. 
84' Attempt missed. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by James Milner with a cross following a corner. 
83' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
83' Divock Origi (Liverpool hits the right post with a header from the centre of the box. 
Assisted by James Milner with a cross following a set piece situation. 
82' Divock Origi (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
82' Foul by Shkodran Mustafi (Arsenal. 
80' Substitution, Liverpool. Divock Origi replaces Philippe Coutinho. 
79' Attempt missed. Shkodran Mustafi (Arsenal header from the centre of the box is too 
high. Assisted by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain with a cross following a set piece situation. 
78' Granit Xhaka (Arsenal is shown the yellow card. 
78' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
77' Delay in match Emre Can (Liverpool because of an injury. 
77' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
77' Theo Walcott (Arsenal wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
76' Attempt saved. Joel Matip (Liverpool with an attempt from the centre of the box is 
saved in the bottom left corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross. 
75' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
75' Foul by Granit Xhaka (Arsenal. 
74' Substitution, Arsenal. Theo Walcott replaces Danny Welbeck. 
74' Substitution, Arsenal. Lucas Pérez replaces Olivier Giroud. 
74' Attempt missed. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is too high. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
72' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Héctor Bellerín. 
68' Offside, Liverpool. James Milner tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is caught 
offside. 
68' Emre Can (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
67' Foul by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
67' Héctor Bellerín (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
65' Foul by Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool. 
65' Olivier Giroud (Arsenal wins a free kick on the right wing. 
63' Sadio Mané (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
63' Foul by Nacho Monreal (Arsenal. 
61' Hand ball by Danny Welbeck (Arsenal. 
60' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
60' Alexis Sánchez (Arsenal wins a free kick on the left wing. 
60' Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. 
60' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Shkodran Mustafi. 
57' Goal! Liverpool 2, Arsenal 1. Danny Welbeck (Arsenal left footed shot from the left 
side of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Alexis Sánchez with a through ball. 
55' Offside, Liverpool. Georginio Wijnaldum tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is 
caught offside. 
55' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Héctor Bellerín. 
54' Attempt saved. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. 
54' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. 
53' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
53' Foul by Shkodran Mustafi (Arsenal. 
52' Offside, Arsenal. Granit Xhaka tries a through ball, but Olivier Giroud is caught 
offside. 
51' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
51' Alex Iwobi (Arsenal wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
50' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Sadio Mané. 
50' Offside, Arsenal. Alex Iwobi tries a through ball, but Danny Welbeck is caught 
offside. 
48' Attempt saved. Olivier Giroud (Arsenal header from the centre of the box is saved in 
the top centre of the goal. Assisted by Nacho Monreal with a cross. 
 Second Half begins Liverpool 2, Arsenal 0. 
45' Substitution, Arsenal. Alexis Sánchez replaces Francis Coquelin. 
45'+3' First Half ends, Liverpool 2, Arsenal 0. 
45'+2' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
45'+2' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Arsenal. 
45'+2' Attempt missed. Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho with a cross following a corner. 
45'+1' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Laurent Koscielny. 

 
 
45'+1' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Adam Lallana. 
45' Hand ball by Danny Welbeck (Arsenal. 
44' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the 
box is saved in the centre of the goal. 
44' Attempt blocked. Adam Lallana (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box is 
blocked. Assisted by Joel Matip. 
41' Offside, Arsenal. Shkodran Mustafi tries a through ball, but Olivier Giroud is caught 
offside. 
40' Goal! Liverpool 2, Arsenal 0. Sadio Mané (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
36' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
36' Foul by Olivier Giroud (Arsenal. 
36' Attempt missed. Sadio Mané (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box misses 
to the left. Assisted by Nathaniel Clyne. 
34' Francis Coquelin (Arsenal is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
34' Adam Lallana (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
34' Foul by Francis Coquelin (Arsenal. 
32' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Danny Welbeck. 
32' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of 
the box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
30' Attempt missed. Granit Xhaka (Arsenal left footed shot from outside the box is high 
and wide to the left. 
29' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
29' Francis Coquelin (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
29' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Petr Cech. 
28' Attempt saved. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool left footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the top left corner. Assisted by Georginio Wijnaldum. 
24' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by James Milner. 
24' Offside, Liverpool. Sadio Mané tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is caught 
offside. 
21' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Simon Mignolet. 
19' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
19' Foul by Alex Iwobi (Arsenal. 
17' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick on the left wing. 
17' Foul by Alex Iwobi (Arsenal. 
16' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Nacho Monreal. 
14' Offside, Liverpool. Ragnar Klavan tries a through ball, but Adam Lallana is caught 
offside. 
13' Foul by Sadio Mané (Liverpool. 
13' Laurent Koscielny (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
10' Foul by Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool. 
10' Héctor Bellerín (Arsenal wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
9' Goal! Liverpool 1, Arsenal 0. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from very 
close range to the high centre of the goal. Assisted by Sadio Mané with a cross. 
6' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
6' Foul by Francis Coquelin (Arsenal. 
5' Attempt saved. Francis Coquelin (Arsenal right footed shot from outside the box is 
saved in the centre of the goal. 
4' Corner, Arsenal. Conceded by Joel Matip. 
2' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 
1' Foul by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (Arsenal. 
1' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


