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United grab point after Mourinho goes long 
Manchester United 1 Ibrahimovic 84 Liverpool 1 Milner 27 (pen) 
Referee: M Oliver Attendance: 75,276 
At 35, Zlatan Ibrahimovic continues to be a model of dedication to younger 
players and a tower of strength for Manchester United. His 19th goal for United 
was one of his most important, earning a deserved late point and preventing 
a Liverpool party at Old Trafford and a United inquest. 
His well-taken goal encapsulated Ibrahimovic. This had not been one of his stellar 
games but the Swede never gave up. When the chance came, from an Antonio 
Valencia cross with six minutes remaining, Ibrahimovic was more alive to the 
opportunity than anyone and twisted his body to meet the ball and head it past 
Simon Mignolet and in off the crossbar. 
The goal vindicated Jose Mourinho's second-half tactics, which involved going 
more direct, trying to escape Liverpool's relentless press, and also the manager's 
choice of substitutions, especially sending on Marouane Fellaini to provide more 
support for Ibrahimovic. It was from a Fellaini header on to a post that Valencia 
was able to recycle the ball to Ibrahimovic and cancel out James Milner's first-half 
penalty. The debate after a typically frantic 168th league meeting between these 
old rivals was inevitably on who would take more pleasure from this draw, 
Mourinho or Jurgen Klopp. The answer really should be Antonio Conte and 
Mauricio Pochettino. After all the pre-season focus on the northwest, London 
leads the way in the title race. Mourinho can take heart from his influence on the 
game, Ibrahimovic's goal and the reality that the opposition goalkeeper, Mignolet, 
was comfortably man of the match followed by the visiting team's centre back 
Dejan Lovren. Yet it is also a clear fact that United need to raise their game 
against the leading lights; so far this season, they have drawn twice 
with Liverpool and once with Arsenal, lost to Manchester City and Chelsea, and 
beaten only Spurs. Paul Pogba picked a poor moment to promote his personalised 
emoji, missing a good chance and conceding the penalty from which Milner struck 
emphatically, and would be advised to not check social media for a while. Pogba 
clearly needs to bring more intelligence to the marvellous instinct in his game, 
and sharpen his shooting. Yet the constant desire to judge a season on a single 
game again needs resisting; United had been on a ninematch winning run, Pogba 
had been influential in that, and they are clearly reviving under Mourinho. 
They just need to eradicate defensive mistakes and turn their possession into 
more goals, supporting Ibrahimovic better. They could also do with Wayne 
Rooney finally surpassing Sir Bobby Charlton's goalscoring record, as it is 
becoming a slight distraction. Rooney was highly fortunate to escape even a 
yellow card from Michael Oliver for a nasty challenge on Milner. 
If United are still developing under Mourinho, Liverpool appear a more cohesive 
unit under Klopp. They looked more mature, better organised, and more 
committed to their style. Klopp's players, in their "toxic thunder" third strip, ran, 
on average, 1km more than their counterparts. They were below strength in 
firstteam regulars but not in spirit or stamina. When Jordan Henderson, who 
started, and Philippe Coutinho, who played 28 minutes, are fully fit, Liverpool will 
be even more of a force. When Sadio Mane returns from the Africa Cup of 
Nations, Liverpool will regain that additional verve, speed and width. Like Adam 
Lallana, Roberto Firmino's work-rate was prodigious, leading the press gang, but 
the Brazilian's shooting remains a work in process. 
Klopp was missing two important defenders in Nathaniel Clyne and Joel Matip but 
can take particular pride from the performance of the stand-in right back, Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, whose athleticism helped him keep pace with Anthony Martial. 
The teenager, who is the nephew of the United secretary John Alexander, was 
also helped by Klopp deputing his players to swarm all over Martial whenever the 
Frenchman got possession. Klopp's fingerprints were over much of this game with 
Georginio Wijnaldum, and occasionally Lallana, shielding Milner from the speed of 
Valencia. Wijnaldum enjoyed one of his better games, although his finishing was 
disappointing. Liverpool started strongly. Their front three of Firmino, Divock Origi 
and Lallana were soon interchanging, creating space, confusing 
United. Liverpool did not look in any way daunted by United's recent prowess. 
Their fans backed them constantly, adding immeasurably to the atmosphere, 
lauding Mignolet when he ran out to close down Ibrahimovic, and his prompt 
action saw the ball loop up but to safety. The smart seats were crammed with 
those who had graced this fixture, from Ryan Giggs and David Beckham to Ian 
Rush and Kenny Dalglish. The spider-cam floating above the pitch frequently 
focused on Pogba, who endured a difficult first half. He should have scored when 
beautifully released by Henrikh Mkhitaryan. Pogba charged through but scuffed 
his left-footed shot wide. Pogba's afternoon worsened after 27 minutes when he 
gifted Liverpool the lead. Phil Jones, collecting the ball on the edge of the area, 
thought he had time, forgetting the relentless pressing of Klopp's team. Firmino 
pounced, steering the ball into the box, and Jones was thankful to his defensive 
partner, Marcos Rojo, for diving in and clearing at the cost of a corner. 
Milner jogged across towards the flag, ignoring the abuse, and drilled the ball in 
towards Lovren. Pogba was jumping with the tall Croatia defender, rising up and 
twisting his body away from the incoming delivery. His left hand clearly caught 
the ball and Oliver instantly pointed to the spot. Pogba looked bemused, but it 
was one of the easier decisions the referee will make this season. Milner made 
short work of the penalty, driving it past David De Gea. It was a dispiriting half 
from Pogba, who was fortunate that Oliver did not spot his wrestling act on  
 

Henderson at another corner. United tried to get back into the game. When Origi 
fouled Herrera, Ibrahimovic unleashed a low free kick that Mignolet, diving to his 
right, pushed away. Mignolet's excellence, also shown with a fine save from 
Mkhitaryan, was matched by the immense work-rate of Liverpool's outfield 
players. Mourinho was clearly dissatisfied. Rooney came on for Michael Carrick as 
United switched from 4-3-3 to 4-2-3-1. Liverpool came under increasing pressure, 
although they did break out on occasion, with Origi and Firmino forcing saves 
from De Gea. But United's pressure eventually told with Ibrahimovic equalising. 
Herrera then cynically pulled Firmino back and the Brazilian responded by pushing 
the United midfielder in the chest. Herrera went down holding his face and Oliver 
booked both men before blowing for full-time and honours even. 

 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic strikes late for Manchester United in draw with 
Liverpool 
There was a banner fluttering at one end of the ground – “26 Years and Counting” 
– to remind Liverpool about how long it had been since they could call themselves 
league champions. There used to be a similar one here in honour of Manchester 
City but it went a few years ago and, for a while, this had looked like being 
another day when the team from Anfield could also imagine removing those kind 
of indignities. Their frustration at not being able to hold on to their half-time lead 
could be gauged by the exchange late on when Jürgen Klopp, looking close to the 
point of spontaneous combustion, argued with José Mourinho by the pitch and 
did not seem too enthusiastic about the prospect of making friends. 
All the great championship-winning sides from Anfield knew how to hang on to 1-
0 leads, and if the modern version had managed it here they would have been the 
first Liverpool team in the Premier League era to take 47 points from 21 games. 
To surrender that chance with only six minutes of normal time to go must have 
stung. Instead the opportunity to move directly behind Chelsea at the top of the 
table was lost – courtesy of Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s 19th goal of the season – on 
another of those days when Marouane Fellaini was summoned from 
the Manchester Unitedsubstitutes’ bench in the hope that a gangly six-footer with 
sharp elbows and a peculiar relationship with the club’s supporters might be able 
to save them. Fellaini flicked a header against the post to create the panic from 
which Ibrahimovic scored, and Mourinho talked afterwards about having a 
“problem in my neck” because he had spent so long in the second half looking in 
one direction – namely the way United were attacking. 
To be fair, that was the summit of Mourinho’s exaggeration and he also made it 
clear he was dissatisfied with his team’s general carelessness. 
It was a strangely erratic display from the home team and Paul Pogba chose a bad 
day to have one of his least distinguished performances, most notable for the 
first-half incident when he tried to clear a corner from his own penalty area in the 
manner of a basketball player going for a slam-dunk. A simple header would have 
sufficed and when James Milner converted the penalty Liverpool defended with 
great togetherness while frequently looking dangerous on the break. 
Klopp felt Liverpool had been the better side for 70 minutes “until they came with 
the long ball”, noting the way Fellaini’s introduction changed the complexion of 
the game and blowing out his cheeks about “all the balls bouncing around the 18-
yard box”. His mood was not helped when he was informed that Antonio Valencia 
was offside in the buildup before the decisive cross for Ibrahimovic. Though the 
Liverpool manager did not say as much, he might also reflect that his side can 
make better use of the ball, too. Mourinho felt both sides were conspicuously 
below their best – even if the two teams did give absolutely everything. 
Pogba was the case in point bearing in mind his collection of individual errors was 
not merely restricted to the moment he lost his bearings inside the penalty area, 
realised he might have lost his opponent, Dejan Lovren, and threw out his arms to 
try to rectify the situation. That was not the only time Pogba seemed 
disorientated at Liverpool’s set pieces and he will not feel any better that, with 
the game goalless, he wasted his team’s first clear opportunity, running on to 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s through ball before aiming a hesitant left-foot shot wide. 
Pogba might also have cost United another goal in the second half, losing the ball 
and spared only because Georginio Wijanldum headed over a right-wing cross 
from Emre Can, the game’s outstanding performer. These are not the moments 
expected of a player signed for a world-record fee but, if nothing else, Pogba kept 
going. The same applied to United as a whole – they could have passed the ball 
with much greater authority but nobody could ever doubt their commitment. 
Liverpool had Trent Alexander-Arnold, an 18-year-old, starting his first Premier 
League fixture in place of the injured Nathaniel Clyne, and it cannot have been an 
easy adjustment when for long spells the game seemed to be played at ice-hockey 
speed. It was breathless stuff and perhaps it was just inevitable that a game 
played with this kind of intensity would have error-strewn periods. However 
much Pogba is criticised, it will not have escaped Mourinho’s attention that Phil 
Jones was dispossessed by Roberto Firmino to give away the corner that led to 
the penalty. Ibrahimovic tested Simon Mignolet with a cannonball of a free-kick 
before half-time and Liverpool’s goalkeeper also denied Mkhitaryan after Ander 
Herrera had given the Armenian a chance to equalise. 
There was no doubting United’s endeavour but they lacked finesse and Klopp 
could think back to Wijnaldum’s header and another chance, at 1-0, for Firmino as 
he reflected on a draw that means Liverpool have not won any of their opening 
four matches in a calendar year for the first time since 1993. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/liverpool
https://www.theguardian.com/football/premierleague
https://www.theguardian.com/football/manchester-united
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POGBA MAKES A HASH OF IT! No smiley face for star midfielder...even 
after Zlatan's late rescue act 
MAN UTD 1 Ibrahimovic 84 LIVERPOOL 1 Milner 27 (pen) 
SO, WHAT Paul Pogba emoji would best suit yesterday's performance? Is there a 
face with a palm over it, a face red with embarrassment or one wide-eyed with 
shock? Any, or all would have done. On the day that Pogba's latest commercial 
gimmick was launched, Manchester United's most expensive player gifted the 
draw to Liverpool. Pogba is the first footballer to have his own line of emojis, 
promoted heavily on the electronic advertising hoardings around the ground, but 
by the end he was trending on social media for all the wrong reasons. 
United fanatic Usain Bolt even tweeted a quartet of angry, scarlet faces to make 
plain his displeasure. Zlatan Ibrahimovic's late equaliser was a crowd-pleaser and 
will have gone a long way to mollifying the locals, but when the noise dies down it 
will dawn that this was a better result forLiverpool than United -- and it was best 
of all for Chelsea. Antonio Conte's men have seven points on Liverpool now and 
12 on United and despite Ibrahimovic whistling to keep his spirits up by pointing 
to a long unbeaten run of 16 matches in domestic competitions, the fact remains 
that within it United have played three matches at home against teams 
challenging for the title and have drawn two: against Arsenal and Liverpool. 
Before the game, Jose Mourinho wondered how Liverpool would fare against a 
big team, but the same could be asked of his men. However relieved they will 
have been at the end, they failed an important test. 
Even had they won, 10 points adrift would have been a tall order, but 12 appears 
insurmountable, even if Chelsea may lose Diego Costa. Of all managers, Mourinho 
will know Chelsea have a group of players capable of closing ranks and defending 
a title lead. His last Premier League championship was earned that way in the 
second half of the season and maybe this one will be, too. Meanwhile, here was a 
result that did two of the chasing pack no favours, really. 
Anyway, back to Mr Emoji, and it was Mourinho's misfortune that his most 
expensive summer acquisition should choose to turn in perhaps his most error-
strewn performance in a United shirt on such an important occasion. Pogba made 
any number of mistakes, but the most significant was a hapless handball that left 
United chasing the game, conceding a penalty, converted by James Milner, who 
has not missed a Premier League penalty for Liverpool, and has never lost a 
Premier League game in which he has scored. 
The crucial event came in the 28th minute, after a period in which Liverpool had 
barely threatened, save for a moment when Phil Jones was caught in possession 
by Roberto Firmino, only to be rescued by Marcos Rojo. 
The penalty was a brave call by referee Michael Oliver, given in front of the 
Stretford End, but also the right one. Pogba had lost his bearings trying to jump 
for a deep corner with Dejan Lovren, lost track of the ball, lost track of his relation 
to it. He was too focused on the man, not the action, and the ball dropped on his 
arm in mid-air. Milner stepped up to take it, and converted with tremendous 
verve. David de Gea went the right way, but Milner's power and accuracy were 
too great. If this had been Pogba's only aberration it would have been bad 
enough, but he nearly presented a second to Liverpool after half-time, when 
caught in possession, allowing Emre Can to break. He found Georginio Wijnaldum 
at the far post, but from an unmarked position he headed over. There was also a 
firsthalf miss from Pogba, picked out by Henrikh Mkhitaryan in the 19th minute as 
he delayed his arrival, third man into the box. It fell sweetly and was a good 
chance but Pogba steered it wide of the far post. Frowny face. Gritted teeth. 
Maybe the one that looks like The Scream. So it was left to old faithful to give 
United the point they deserved. Ibrahimovic has now scored as many goals in his 
first 20 Premier League games, 14, as Sergio Aguero and Alan Shearer. 
It was a scrappy affair, but merited, considering the way United had chased the 
game in the second half. Wayne Rooney, on as a half-time substitute for the 
misfiring Michael Carrick, chipped a ball to another substitute, Marouane Fellaini, 
whose header hit the far post. It was recycled by Antonio Valencia and this time 
Ibrahimovic did not miss, arching his torso to send it in off the bar. Old Trafford 
erupted, as did Mourinho and Ibrahimovic, imploring the crowd for more noise 
and intensity. This could certainly be found on the touchline where Mourinho and 
Jurgen Klopp had to be kept apart after a disagreement over a clash between 
Firmino and Ander Herrera. They had made up by the end, though, even if the 
post-match views were waspish. United attacked, Liverpool defended, thought 
Mourinho; United played long balls, countered Klopp. 
Neither man was being wholly fair. Yes, United were longer in the second half, but 
there was a lot of excitement and energy about their play, too; and 
although Liverpool did not have many chances, they were determined and hard-
working and always a threat on the counterattack. The result was a fair exchange; 
no robbery. Like many clashes between these teams, it took a short while to get 
going. A lot of thud and blunder, not much coherent football -- but once the play 
settled down it was United who were first to show a glimmer of recent form. 
Had Anthony Martial not overcooked a cross after 14 minutes, Ibrahimovic would 
have been in at the far post having lost his marker. Unfortunately, even the daily 
yoga sessions couldn't help him bring the ball under control. 
Liverpool almost let Ibrahimovic in again, from an underhit back pass by Lovren, 
disaster averted only by quick thinking from goalkeeper Simon Mignolet. He 
charged from his line and smashed the ball against the shin of the advancing 
Ibrahimovic, fingers crossed as it ricocheted over his head, landing on the roof of  
 

the net. Mignolet is often identified as a weak link at Liverpool, but he was 
excellent here, making the save of the match after 34 minutes. Divock Origi 
brought down Herrera on the edge of the area, Ibrahimovic, who else, stood over 
it and surprised everyone by firing low through the wall. It was on Mignolet's side, 
but he saw it late, yet got down to it and with the strength to push it away. Soon 
after, Herrera played Mkhitaryan through one on one, but Mignolet was again 
equal. De Gea's best moment came after 61 minutes when substitute Philippe 
Coutinho made an immediate impact, putting in Firmino, whose shot was saved. 
Klopp compared United's form to a 'rolling beetle'. He sounded happy to have 
stopped their momentum. What is driving Chelsea, however, will not be so easily 
squashed. 

 
Pogba makes a hash of it - but Ibrahimovic is still trending 
Paul Pogba has the emoji. However it is Zlatan Ibrahimovic who is the symbol. 
The talismanic striker's growing legend for Manchester United gained more 
chatter as he salvaged a draw late on in this raucously-intense encounter against 
the old enemy, Liverpool. Not that there were smiley faces all around at the 
end. Liverpool will have felt, so close to the final whistle, that they should have 
won to go back into second place in the Premier League; United missed the 
opportunity to enforce their growing assault on the top four and, maybe, also 
become title contenders themselves. It was robust; it was direct. And not just out 
on the pitch. On the touchline both managers inevitably clashed and there were 
some strong words afterwards. Joe Mourinho alleged that there was one team 
attacking - no guessing who he meant - and one defending, while Jurgen Klopp 
witheringly dismissed United's "long balls" in what he concluded was a "wild 
game". It was certainly that and was also a million miles from the sterility of the 
goalless fixture earlier this season at Anfield. Yet it was another draw and while it 
is indisputable that United have made progress this season and have now 
extended their unbeaten run to an impressive 16 games, they are still only in sixth 
place and are four points behind Arsenal in fourth and 12 behind leaders, Chelsea. 
Klopp will probably be the more content of the two combatants here 
as Liverpool brushed aside their recent wobble, dealt with the ridiculous Fifa ban 
on playing Joel Matip - the defender's retirement from international football is 
being challenged by Cameroon - and also shuffled the pack with Philippe Coutinho 
still returning to full fitness and Sadio Mane much missed. 
Captain Jordan Henderson did return and certainly made a difference, while Klopp 
altered the shape of his team to utilise a midfield diamond and was rewarded by 
some strong performances, with Dejan Lovren imperious in defence and 
goalkeeper Simon Mignolet outstanding. Against this, United and Mourinho 
arrived with a swagger. The manager had demanded more noise from the fans - 
and got it - while Pogba had taken to social media on the eve of this fixture to 
launch his own emoji and declare it was time to "kick ass". 
Instead he fell flat on his ass. In a frantic game Pogba endured an outof-control 
first half. His symbol was beamed around the Old Trafford advertising hoardings 
and was a temptation for fate to take him down a peg or two. The world-record 
signing had already made a hash - rather than a hashtag - of a clear chance when 
he was put through by Henrikh Mkhitaryan only to snatch at his shot and drag it 
wide before he foolishly conceded a penalty. The spot-kick came as Phil Jones was 
caught out by Roberto Firmino and Marcos Rojo hurriedly conceded a corner. 
From it Pogba lost the flight of the cross, lost the man he was marking, Lovren, 
and threw his arm up in the air, with the ball striking it. Referee Michael Oliver 
pointed to the spot. "Boring James Milner" is another social media phenomenon 
but there is something metronomic about the way Liverpool's left-back puts away 
penalties. He drove his unerringly past David De Gea even though the goalkeeper 
dived the right way. United had already missed another one-on-one with 
Mignolet standing tall to deny Mkhitaryan, who should also have done better 
when set up in the second half, after 18-year-old Trent Alexander-Arnold, handed 
a Premier League debut at right-back as Nathaniel Clyne was out with a rib injury, 
was dispossessed by Anthony Martial. 
United were piling on the pressure - yes, they went direct - with Wayne Rooney 
on at half-time and Marouane Fellaini called for, and the pair were involved in the 
equaliser with six minutes to go. Again offside - or rather failure to flag for offside 
- played a crucial part. Mourinho had bemoaned United's luck earlier this season 
but Ibrahimovic's goal was the fifth they have scored that could have been 
disallowed in recent matches as Antonio Valencia had strayed too far forward 
before instigating the move. The right-back's cross ran through to Rooney who 
turned it back into the area for Fellaini to glance a header which then rebounded 
off the post. Valencia collected the ball and again crossed and this time, 
Ibrahimovic adjusted superbly to angle a header against the bar and over the line 
before it could be cleared. 
It was - astonishingly - his 19th goal for United and the 35-year-old's reaction, 
joyful, wild and whipping up the crowd, said it all. Liverpool, though, also had 
chances and Firmino should have scored when given a sight of goal by Coutinho 
with a clever reverse pass. 
So the draw was the right result in what could have been a game that provided a 
major marker as to the direction of this campaign. But then Klopp was equally 
direct about that contention. "Bull----," he said. Maybe he should have just posted 
a pile of poo emoji. 
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Ibrahimovic rescues United after Pogba mistake 
By the end, Jurgen Klopp was squaring up to Jose Mourinho in the technical area, 
incandescent to see the Portuguese suggesting that one of his forwards should be 
disciplined when that player had just been hauled back by his shirt. Mourinho 
extended a hand and, refusing to accept it, Klopp marched away. He jumped up 
and down in unmitigated fury. 
Such is the inhospitability that Mourinho has restored to the place - and to the 
fixture best remembered in the difficult last four years here for David Moyes 
suggesting his side were not even favourites. Once more, United don't know 
they're beaten. The noise which rolled through the stadium when Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic had ducked down dexterously into a headed 84th minute equaliser 
was as monumental as anything we've heard since the days when they always 
expected to win. 
After the dust has settled on a game which ignited at times and found moments 
of quality Liverpoolmay settle for what they took, despite  Roberto Firmino and 
Georginio Wijnaldum missing excellent second half chances. Those wise heads at 
Old Trafford -- the ones who understand what serial success looks like - will simply 
hope that Paul Pogba stops believing his own publicity. 
He had become the first Premier League player to possess his own emoji, 
complete with yellow flecks. The first half advertising hoardings promoted 
#pogba. And yet the recipient of all this attention contributed substantially to his 
side's struggle. He missed a gilt-edged chance, struggled to find his way and then 
conceded a very poor penalty. Leaping with Dejan Lovren for James Milner's 
descending corner, arms outstretched just beyond the half hour, Pogba neglected 
to watch the flight of the ball which dropped onto his left hand. A certain penalty, 
which the consummate professional Milner despatched to David de Gea's right. 
Pogba would have been the story had not Ibrahimovic -- already an Old Trafford 
folk hero -- scored his 19th goal in 33 appearances, though United's long labours 
to make amends also owed much to Simon Mignolet. The Belgian goalkeeper has 
had his critics but his two first half saves - clawing away a low, precise Zlatan 
Ibrahimovich free kick for which he was unsighted and racing out to parry when 
Hentikh Mkitharyan was sent racing through -- reflected the good season he has 
quietly and impressively put together. 
The troubling aspect of United's opportunities from a Liverpool perspective was 
how regularly the through ball found its way beyond their back door. Pogba was 
offered a similar gift, sent through with slide rule quality by Mkitharyan. Old 
Trafford held a collective breath as the Frenchman poked the ball to several 
inches wide of Mignolet's right post. 
Divock Origi and Roberto Firmino provided an attacking intensity of a kind United 
had not experienced on their nine-game run winning run, though it was a day for 
physicality, when Adam Lallana could not maintain the level he has set. It speaks 
for the sea change in United's defence that they held off a Liverpool of such 
intent. Even the 18-year-old full debutante Trent Alexander-Arnold looked level to 
the moment. Though robbed of possession by Anthony Martial late on in a 
dangerous place, the teenager took down a 30-yard cross field as with his left foot 
and immediately shot with his right, before the half hour. 
Neither manager looked entirely happy at the interval. Mourinho's players had 
been profligate and Klopp's the most prone to the attacking thrusts. United 
adopted a longer game in a second half, for which Wayne Rooney was introduced, 
though his search for his record 250th Manchester United goal must wait for 
another day. 
Klopp waited barely any longer to deploy Philippe Coutinho, who needed seconds 
to deliver a cushioned reverse pass which Firmino struck at the keeper when he 
should have done better. The game should have been beyond doubt on 75 
minutes when a fast counter attack saw Firmino away down the right, crossing for 
Wijnaldum, whose unchallenged headed chance came at a comfortable height. He 
sent it over. 
Rooney played a big part in the equaliser, delivering a sumptuous cross which had 
been recycled back in by Antonio Valencia when Ibrahimovic manoeuvred his 
head under it. By the end, United were powering on for a winner. It was Herrera's 
grab at Firmino's jersey to prevent a counter thrust which provoked Klopp's fury, 
after the Brazilian shoved at the midfielder in retaliation. 
When Klopp arrived to discuss all this he found the low press conference chair 
difficult to negotiate. "I'm definitely too heavy for the Man United chair," he said, 
uncomfortable to the very end. 
Manchester United (4-2-3-1): De Gea; Valencia, Rojo, Jones, Darmian (Fellaini 76); 
Herrera, Carrick (Rooney 46); Mkhitaruan, Pogba, Martial (Mata 65); Ibrahimovic. 
Substitutes: Smalling, Blind, Rashford, Romero 
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): Mignolet; Alexander-Arnold, Klavan, Lovren, Milner; Can, 
Henderson; Wijnaldum; Lallana, Origi (Coutinho 60); Firmino. Subsitutes: Karius, 
Gomez, Sturridge, Moreno, Stewart, Ejaria. 
Referee: M. Oliver (Northumberland) 
Star man: Lovren 
Match rating: 7 
 

 
CAPITAL GAINS Chelsea, Arsenal and Spurs are the big winners as late 
Zlatan strike sees Klopp's side lose ground in the title race 
IT was billed as Merseyside versus Manchester... and the winner was London. 
When they slapped - rather than shook - farewell hands, Jurgen Klopp and Jose 
Mourinho knew it. 
It remained just about respectful, smacking of camaraderie but betraying searing 
frustration. 
And when the verbal dust settles, the reality is that this will be a contest and an 
outcome that will rankle more with Klopp than it will Mourinho. What started 
Sunday afternoon as a daunting challenge for Liverpool turned into a chance 
blown. Within the harsh parameters of a Premier League title race, they blew it. 
Blew the opportunity to make a big statement on a weekend of chest-beating 
from the capital's clubs. 
Blew the opportunity to bring Chelsea to within five points, significant in that 
Antonio Conte's side visit Anfield at the end of the month. 
Blew the opportunity to formally end the flighty fancy of those who believe hosts 
United could still become champions. 
Mourinho would not agree, Klopp. 
The pair certainly could agree with each other, squabble (right) over pushing, 
pulling and playacting between Ander Herrera Roberto Firmino setting tone for 
somewhat polarised ould noter, their some ayacting ra and g the ised post-match 
views. 
"We were the better team," said Klopp. 
"We were the team that attacked," said Mourinho. Or was it the other way 
around? Not sure. It was understandable they b o t h claimed superiority, the 
margins were so fine. 
Liverpool - with Dejan Lovren mastering Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Emre Can helping 
prompt Paul Pogba's calamities - controlled large periods of the first half, but 
might James well have gone behind ahead of James Milner's thumping penalty 
conversion. 
With a sharp drop-down rebuttal of Ibrahimovic's free-kick and a star-shaped 
block of Henrikh Mkhitaryan's closeranger, Simon Mignolet surely erased any 
doubts over who is Liverpool's No.1. 
But it was probably Pogba who spurned the best chance, hooking with the same 
lack of composure that characterised his efforts to mark Lovren at a corner. 
Disorientated, the ball could hit him anywhere. It hit him the hand and Milner hit 
the kick with complete certainty. 
Apparently, Milner has not lost Premier League game in which he has scored. That 
statistic remains but it should have been glossier because, while United largely 
dominated the second half, they only dominated largely. 
The big men became the big players. 
The longer proceedings stretched, the deeper Liverpool dropped, the more direct 
United became. 
And, sure enough, equality arrived courtesy of an Ibrahimovic nod after 
Marouane Fellaini's header had been recycled via a post by Antonio Valencia. The 
hosts' deserved reward for their persistence and you would be hard-pressed to 
find a dispassionate observer disapproving of the draw. 
But Liverpool, particularly through Firmino and Georginio Wijnaldum, could have 
previously extended the lead and there was also a hint of Valencia being offside in 
the build-up to the equaliser. 
That is what will rankle with Klopp. His expectations were not cloud-high coming 
into a drizzly Old Trafford. No Joel Matip, Sadio Mane away, Philippe Coutinho 
only fit enough for the bench, a fledgling in Trent Alexander-Arnold pressed into 
action. 
Yet as he tried to smile his way through the ramifications of this game, you could 
tell Klopp knew it. 
Proud? Pleased with the performance? Yes and yes. 
But he knew this was an unexpected opportunity missed. 
He knew it was a surprise chance blown. 
He knew London would be smiling. 
MAN UTD & LIVERPOOL FACTS 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic has scored 14 goals in his first 20 Prem games - same as Alan 
Shearer, Sergio Aguero and Mick Quinn. 
Only Dwight Yorke and Ruud van Nistelrooy (15) scored more goals for Man 
United in their first 20 Prem games than Ibrahimovic (Robin van Persie also on 
14). 
Liverpool have scored six penalties at Old Trafford - the most by a team on an 
opposition ground in the Premier League. 
James Milner has scored each of his last 10 league penalties. 
Milner has never lost a Premier League game in which he's scored (46 games: 
W37 D9). He has equalled the record held by Darius Vassell (W36 D10). 
Wayne Rooney became the 17th outfield player to play 450 Premier League 
games. 
Jurgen Klopp has lost just one of his seven meetings with Jose Mourinho (W3 D3). 
This is the first time since the 1987/88 season that both league matches between 
these sides ended as a draw. 
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Pride with frustration as weary warriors denied a cherished triumph 
Jurgen Klopp slapped the outstretched palm of Jose Mourinho after the final 
whistle and headed to embrace his weary warriors. A sense of pride was laced with 
a dose of frustration. Liverpool had been on the cusp of a cherished triumph on 
enemy territory. The Reds so nearly added Old Trafford to the Emirates, Stamford 
Bridge and Goodison on their list of conquests this season. 
They had worked tirelessly to hold on to the lead given to them by James Milner's 
first-half penalty. Liverpool appeared to have weathered the storm. Manchester 
United looked to have run out of ideas. But Zlatan Ibrahimovic's late looping 
header in front of the Stretford End transformed the mood and ensured that the 
spoils were shared. Just as at Anfield three months earlier, Liverpool were left with 
a nagging feeling of what might have been. 
This was the end of the wobble not a continuation of it Disappointment abounded. 
But this wasn't a backwards step. The Reds' wait for a first win of 2017 goes on but 
this was an afternoon which breathed new life into their pursuit of silverware this 
season. It marked the end of their recent wobble rather than the continuation of it. 
The sense of trepidation about running into a resurgent United side at a time when 
Liverpool's form had dipped proved misplaced. Klopp was right. There was nothing 
to fear here. The Reds delivered a gutsy response to the lame defeat at St Mary's 
four days earlier. And they had to do it in the face of adversity. 
Klopp was denied the chance to recall Joel Matip after FIFA disgracefully failed to 
provide guarantees that he was eligible as the row with the Cameroon FA drags on. 
A day he won't forget On top of that, Nathaniel Clyne was ruled out with an 
abdominal injury and Philippe Coutinho was deemed only fit enough for a cameo 
off the bench. With Sadio Mane away at the Africa Cup of Nations, this was a 
Liverpool side without four guaranteed starters. 
Yet in their absence others rose to the occasion. It's a day Trent Alexander-Arnold 
won't ever forget. The 18-year-old right-back from West Derby enjoyed an 
accomplished full Premier League debut. Thrown into the heat of battle, he 
handled the occasion superbly. Alexander-Arnold had his hands full dealing with 
Anthony Martial flying at him but he could be proud of his afternoon's work. 
Ragnar Klavan and Emre Can were much improved after their recent woes. 
How Liverpool benefited from the injection of energy provided by captain Jordan 
Henderson's return from injury, while Divock Origi more than justified Klopp's faith 
in picking him ahead of Daniel Sturridge. Simon Mignolet produced one of the 
most complete performances of his rollercoaster Liverpool career. 
Kopites have become accustomed to David De Gea being their nemesis in recent 
years but this time it was United cursing the heroics of the Reds' keeper. 
Simon Mignolet of Liverpool makes a save from Henrikh Mkhitaryan of Manchester 
United as James Milner of Liverpool challenges during the Premier League match 
between Manchester United and Liverpool at Old Trafford on January 15, 2017 
It wasn't just the importance of the saves he made, but the manner in which 
Mignolet commanded his penalty box and dealt with dangerous situations. Since 
returning at the expense of Loris Karius, the Belgium international has taken his 
game to the next level. Mourinho's bleating about only one team trying to win cut 
no ice. This was so nearly a tactical masterclass from Klopp with Adam Lallana 
shining at the tip of his midfield diamond. Once in front Liverpool rightly took few 
risks. They simply soaked up the pressure and then hit United on the counter. 
If the visitors had been more clinical the points would have been secure long 
before Ibrahimovic struck. During a frenetic opening spell the Reds endured some 
nervy moments. Dejan Lovren sold Mignolet short with a poor backpass and the 
keeper's hurried clearance looped goalwards off Ibrahimovic but to the Reds' relief 
landed on the roof of the net. Seconds later Henrikh Mkhitaryan's pass released 
Paul Pogba but he fired wastefully wide. You don't get much for £89million these 
days. Liverpool settled and belief started to grow. They were gifted the lead on 27 
minutes. Pogba inexplicably handled from a corner and Milner kept his cool to slot 
home his sixth goal of the season. United rallied but Mignolet reacted brilliantly to 
keep out Ibrahimovic's sweetly struck free-kick. 
Pogba continued to be a glaring weak link for the hosts and somehow he got away 
with grabbing Henderson by the throat and throwing him to the ground off the 
ball. Five minutes before the break Mkhitaryan burst through but Mignolet came 
to the rescue once again. Perspiration rather than inspiration for the Reds 
Wayne Rooney replaced Michael Carrick for the second half but Liverpool dug 
deep. Inspiration was in short supply but you couldn't argue with the perspiration. 
Their resilience came to the fore. Gini Wijnaldum and Can put in immense shifts 
alongside Henderson as they shut down space and won back possession. The 
3,100-strong travelling Kop showed their appreciation for the hard graft. 
Origi saw his effort deflected just wide before making way for Coutinho on the 
hour mark. Coutinho soon teed up Roberto Firmino but he couldn't find a way past 
De Gea. Mourinho turned to Juan Mata and then Marouane Fellaini as United got 
desperate and started to launch it long. Liverpool weren't helped by the officials as 
Rooney somehow escaped punishment for planting his studs on Milner's foot. 
The Reds threatened on the counter with Wijnaldum unable to convert a header 
from Can's delivery. United looked a spent force with the Stretford End resorting to 
some shameful chanting, but with six minutes to go the hosts struck. 
After Fellaini's header from Rooney's cross hit the post, Valencia crossed for  
 

Ibrahimovic, whose header arced over Mignolet and went in off the underside of 
the bar. Still Liverpool could have won it during a fiery finale. 
When Ander Herrera cynically hauled back Firmino, Klopp and Mourinho had to be 
separated by the fourth official. Mourinho had been shamelessly demanding that 
Firmino was dismissed for retaliating. Deep into stoppage time Wijnaldum could 
have been the hero. Can played him in but the tired Dutchman's finish was tame. 
"I heard this game would be decisive for the rest of the season. Bulls***," Klopp 
said. No glory, no heartache, but, crucially, Liverpool are back on track. 
MANCHESTER UNITED: De Gea, Valencia, Jones, Rojo, Darmian (Fellaini 76), Carrick 
(Rooney 45), Herrera, Martial (Mata 65), Pogba, Mkhitaryan, Ibrahimovic. Subs: 
Romero, Smalling, Blind, Rashford. BOOKING: Herrera. GOAL: Ibrahimovic 84. 
LIVERPOOL: Mignolet, Clyne, Lovren, Klavan, Milner, Henderson, Can, Wijnaldum, 
Firmino, Lallana, Origi (Coutinho 60). Subs: Karius, Gomez, Sturridge, Moreno, 
Stewart, Ejaria. BOOKINGS: Lovren, Wijnaldum, Firmino. GOAL: Milner 27 pen. 
REFEREE: Michael Oliver. 
MAN OF THE MATCH: Simon Mignolet. Made some crucial saves and was 
commanding throughout. 
 

 

http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/jurgen-klopp
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/liverpool-fc
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/matip-liverpool-withdraw-defender-manchester-12457517
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/matip-liverpool-withdraw-defender-manchester-12457517
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/philippe-coutinho
http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/all-about/simon-mignolet
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic's late equaliser earned Manchester United a point they fully 
deserved after a typically thunderous encounter with Liverpool at Old Trafford. 
Liverpool led through James Milner's 27th-minute penalty, awarded after Paul 
Pogba inexplicably handled a corner as he went up to challenge Dejan Lovren. 
Goalkeeper Simon Mignolet was Liverpool's hero with superb first-half saves from 
Ibrahimovic's free-kick and Henrikh Mkhitaryan, as Jurgen Klopp's side put up stern 
resistance and threatened on the break. 
It looked like the visitors were going to hold on and move back to second in the 
Premier League, but United finally forced the goal they merited when Antonio 
Valencia reacted first when substitute Marouane Fellaini's header came back off 
the post, crossing for Ibrahimovic to head home off the bar. 
Liverpool are now in third place, seven points adrift of top-flight leaders Chelsea, 
while United - whose nine-match winning run in all competitions came to an end - 
are now 12 points off the top. 
Mignolet rewards Klopp's faith 
Reds boss Klopp had no hesitation in restoring Mignolet in goal, despite the 
midweek heroics of Loris Karius in defeat in the EFL Cup semi-final first leg at 
Southampton. 
Klopp has decided, for now at least, that the Belgium international is his first 
choice - and Mignolet demonstrated exactly why on Sunday. 
Mignolet's decision-making has often been questioned, but he has always been 
capable of making outstanding saves. And so it proved in this draw. 
He rescued Liverpool twice in the first half with a brilliant reflex save from 
Ibrahimovic's fierce free-kick and a decisive advance from goal to make a one-
handed block from Mkhitaryan. 
Klopp has had to make big decisions with his keepers this season - and this one was 
fully justified by Mignolet. 
Ibrahimovic United's talisman - again 
Ibrahimovic may be 35 and in the twilight of a wonderful career - but he is the new 
talisman of Manchester United and the leader of Mourinho's team. 
This may not have been the former Sweden striker's best performance of the 
season but he was still the man who made the difference and produced the 
decisive contribution when United needed him. 
Ibrahimovic brings a winner's mentality to Old Trafford and it showed when he 
raced back to the centre circle after his 19th goal of a stellar season, finger 
pointing to the skies before whirling his arms around demanding more noise and 
support from United's fans in the closing moments. 
He has now scored 14 goals in his first 20 Premier League games since joining last 
summer - the same total as Manchester City's Sergio Aguero, former 
Southampton, Blackburn and Newcastle striker Alan Shearer, and ex-Coventry City 
forward Micky Quinn. 
Pogba's nightmare 
Pogba's Manchester United career has been a slow-burner - but he has come into 
his own throughout United's recent run of victories. 
This, however, will be a game he will surely want to forget as quickly as possible as 
the £89m man endured a nightmare from first to last. 
Pogba revealed his own emoji before the game, but he will have wanted to keep 
his profile as low as possible after needlessly conceding a penalty and missing a 
clear chance when he raced through earlier in the first half. 
The 23-year-old France midfielder is a player of undoubted quality but this was not 
his finest 90 minutes. 
Was referee Oliver too lenient? 
This was a match short on high quality but one that still had plenty of action and 
incident to keep the capacity Old Trafford crowd occupied to the final whistle. 
Liverpool - who, despite keeper Mignolet's fine work, had opportunities 
themselves in the second half, especially when Roberto Firmino forced a save from 
David de Gea - even had a chance to win the game after Ibrahimovic's late leveller. 
Georginio Wijnaldum missed that good chance, so honours were even in a game 
that had plenty of talking points. 
Referee Michael Oliver was a central figure in two second-half incidents that could 
have brought red cards from the official. 
United substitute Wayne Rooney was lucky to escape serious punishment for an 
ugly challenge on James Milner that left his former England team-mate requiring 
lengthy treatment. 
And Firmino was also arguably fortunate to receive only a yellow card for a two-
handed shove on Ander Herrera, referee Oliver perhaps taking his frustration into 
account because he was reacting to being crudely dragged back by the shirt by the 
United midfield man as he tried to break free. 
Oliver will also have noted the extremely theatrical reaction from Herrera as he fell 
to the ground, an incident which brought the two managers together on the 
touchline. This may well have helped him come to his decision. 
Some will accuse Oliver of leniency but both Jose Mourinho and Liverpool 
counterpart Jurgen Klopp appeared to feel he had handled the incidents sensibly - 
other officials may not have reacted in the same fashion. 
Man of the match - Simon Mignolet 

 

What they said: 
Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho: "I didn't think the game had super 
quality. We didn't reflect the qualities we have and Liverpool have - but it was very 
emotional, intense, aggressive. We fought until the last second. 
"They were clever. They took their time, they know how to play football and 
control the emotions of the game. They knew they would be in trouble in the final 
few minutes. 
"We were the team that attacked and Liverpool were the team that defended - 
let's see if the critics are fair. I enjoyed it but I will obviously be disappointed we 
didn't get the three points." 
Liverpool much more defensive - Mourinho 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp: "In the end period of the game when United started 
playing long balls after 80 minutes of high intense football it is really hard. 
"I hoped we would have a bit of luck, unfortunately not but all good. Tomorrow I 
can enjoy the result, but tonight only the performance. 
"It is so intense. They play long balls, it was a wild game. There was a lot of action 
in the last few minutes. We were here to win the game, which is why we we are 
not 100% satisfied." 
Performance pleases Klopp after changes 
Milner a good luck charm - the stats 
Only Dwight Yorke and Ruud van Nistelrooy (15) scored more goals for Manchester 
United in their first 20 Premier League games than Ibrahimovic's 14. 
Liverpool have scored six penalties at Old Trafford - the most by a team on an 
opposition ground in the Premier League. 
Milner has scored his past 10 penalties in the Premier League, including all seven 
for Liverpool. 
The former England international has lost none of the 46 top-flight games in which 
he has scored (37 wins), equalling the record held by ex-Aston Villa forward Darius 
Vassell. 
Wayne Rooney became the 17th outfield player to play 450 Premier League 
games. 
Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp has lost just one of his seven matches against a side 
managed by Jose Mourinho, winning three. 
This is the first time since the 1987-88 season that both league games between 
these sides ended as a draw. 
What next? 
Liverpool are in FA Cup action when they travel to League Two side Plymouth 
Argyle for a third-round replay at 19:45 GMT on Wednesday. Their next league 
game is at home against Swansea at 12:30 on Saturday, with Manchester United 
visiting Stoke City at 15:00 on the same day. 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38504049
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/38504049
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Match ends, Manchester United 1, Liverpool 1. 
90'+5' Second Half ends, Manchester United 1, Liverpool 1. 
90'+5' Foul by Marouane Fellaini (Manchester United. 
90'+5' Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+4' Attempt blocked. Wayne Rooney (Manchester United right footed shot from 
outside the box is blocked. 
90'+3' Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
90'+3' Foul by Dejan Lovren (Liverpool. 
90'+3' Attempt saved. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre 
of the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Emre Can. 
90'+1' Ander Herrera (Manchester United is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
90'+1' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool is shown the yellow card. 
90' Foul by Ander Herrera (Manchester United. 
90' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
89' Offside, Manchester United. Paul Pogba tries a through ball, but Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
is caught offside. 
88' Foul by Ander Herrera (Manchester United. 
88' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
86' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Phil Jones. 
86' Attempt blocked. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool right footed shot from the left 
side of the box is blocked. 
84' Goal! Manchester United 1, Liverpool 1. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United 
header from very close range to the bottom left corner. Assisted by Antonio Valencia. 
84' Marouane Fellaini (Manchester United hits the right post with a header from very 
close range. Assisted by Wayne Rooney with a cross. 
82' Offside, Manchester United. Juan Mata tries a through ball, but Wayne Rooney is 
caught offside. 
81' Foul by Ander Herrera (Manchester United. 
81' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
80' Foul by Ander Herrera (Manchester United. 
80' Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
78' Offside, Manchester United. Antonio Valencia tries a through ball, but Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic is caught offside. 
76' Substitution, Manchester United. Marouane Fellaini replaces Matteo Darmian. 
75' Attempt missed. Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool header from the centre of the box 
is too high. Assisted by Emre Can with a cross. 
74' Offside, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is 
caught offside. 
72' Delay over. They are ready to continue. 
70' Delay in match James Milner (Liverpool because of an injury. 
70' Foul by Wayne Rooney (Manchester United. 
70' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
66' Attempt saved. Adam Lallana (Liverpool left footed shot from the centre of the box 
is saved in the bottom left corner. 
66' Attempt blocked. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the box 
is blocked. Assisted by Emre Can. 
65' Substitution, Manchester United. Juan Mata replaces Anthony Martial. 
64' Attempt missed. Wayne Rooney (Manchester United right footed shot from outside 
the box misses to the left. Assisted by Henrikh Mkhitaryan. 
63' Attempt blocked. Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool right footed shot from outside the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
61' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool is shown the yellow card. 
61' Attempt saved. Roberto Firmino (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is saved in the bottom right corner. Assisted by Philippe Coutinho. 
61' Substitution, Liverpool. Philippe Coutinho replaces Divock Origi. 
60' Attempt missed. Paul Pogba (Manchester United left footed shot from outside the 
box misses to the left. 
58' Paul Pogba (Manchester United wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
58' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
58' Matteo Darmian (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
58' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
55' Corner, Manchester United. Conceded by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
54' Foul by Wayne Rooney (Manchester United. 
54' Emre Can (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
51' Antonio Valencia (Manchester United wins a free kick on the right wing. 
51' Foul by Divock Origi (Liverpool. 
50' Corner, Manchester United. Conceded by Trent Alexander-Arnold. 
50' Ander Herrera (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
50' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
49' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Phil Jones. 
48' Attempt blocked. Divock Origi (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Roberto Firmino. 
46' Foul by Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Manchester United. 
46' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
 Second Half begins Manchester United 0, Liverpool 1. 
45' Substitution, Manchester United. Wayne Rooney replaces Michael Carrick. 
45'+2' First Half ends, Manchester United 0, Liverpool 1. 
43' Paul Pogba (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
43' Foul by Ragnar Klavan (Liverpool. 
43' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by David de Gea. 
42' Foul by Antonio Valencia (Manchester United. 
42' Divock Origi (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
41' Matteo Darmian (Manchester United wins a free kick on the left wing. 
41' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
41' Attempt saved. Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Manchester United left footed shot from the  

 
left side of the box is saved in the centre of the goal. Assisted by Ander Herrera with a 
through ball. 
39' Attempt blocked. Adam Lallana (Liverpool right footed shot from the left side of the 
box is blocked. Assisted by Emre Can. 
37' Foul by Paul Pogba (Manchester United. 
37' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
37' Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Manchester United wins a free kick on the right wing. 
37' Foul by James Milner (Liverpool. 
36' Corner, Manchester United. Conceded by Adam Lallana. 
36' Michael Carrick (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
36' Foul by Roberto Firmino (Liverpool. 
35' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Phil Jones. 
33' Corner, Manchester United. Conceded by Simon Mignolet. 
33' Attempt saved. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United right footed shot from 
outside the box is saved in the bottom left corner. 
32' Ander Herrera (Manchester United wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
32' Foul by Divock Origi (Liverpool. 
32' Corner, Manchester United. Conceded by Emre Can. 
31' Dejan Lovren (Liverpool is shown the yellow card for a bad foul. 
31' Anthony Martial (Manchester United wins a free kick on the left wing. 
31' Foul by Dejan Lovren (Liverpool. 
27' Goal! Manchester United 0, Liverpool 1. James Milner (Liverpool converts the 
penalty with a right footed shot to the bottom right corner. 
26' Penalty conceded by Paul Pogba (Manchester United with a hand ball in the penalty 
area. 
26' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Marcos Rojo. 
24' Attempt blocked. Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool left footed shot from the right 
side of the box is blocked. Assisted by Emre Can. 
23' Attempt missed. Divock Origi (Liverpool right footed shot from the centre of the box 
misses to the left following a set piece situation. 
22' Foul by Paul Pogba (Manchester United. 
22' Divock Origi (Liverpool wins a free kick on the right wing. 
20' Trent Alexander-Arnold (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
20' Foul by Anthony Martial (Manchester United. 
19' Attempt missed. Paul Pogba (Manchester United left footed shot from the centre of 
the box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Henrikh Mkhitaryan with a through 
ball. 
16' Offside, Manchester United. Antonio Valencia tries a through ball, but Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic is caught offside. 
13' Attempt missed. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United right footed shot from the 
right side of the six yard box is close, but misses to the right. Assisted by Anthony 
Martial with a cross. 
11' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
11' Foul by Ander Herrera (Manchester United. 
10' Offside, Liverpool. James Milner tries a through ball, but Roberto Firmino is caught 
offside. 
10' Georginio Wijnaldum (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
10' Foul by Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Manchester United. 
9' James Milner (Liverpool wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
9' Foul by Antonio Valencia (Manchester United. 
7' Foul by Divock Origi (Liverpool. 
7' Michael Carrick (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
5' Roberto Firmino (Liverpool wins a free kick in the attacking half. 
5' Foul by Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United. 
3' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Phil Jones. 
3' Attempt blocked. Emre Can (Liverpool header from the left side of the six yard box is 
blocked. Assisted by James Milner with a cross. 
3' Corner, Liverpool. Conceded by Antonio Valencia. 
1' Foul by Emre Can (Liverpool. 
1' Paul Pogba (Manchester United wins a free kick in the defensive half. 
 First Half begins. 
Lineups are announced and players are warming up.  
 


