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Borini hits the ground running to help Rodgers feel at home 
Liverpool 3 
Gomel 0 
(Liverpool win 4-0 on agg) 
The ambitious punter who recently placed [pounds sterling]44,000 
on Liverpool winning the Barclays Premier League title might have been overdoing 
the optimism somewhat, but the positivity that followed Brendan Rodgers' arrival 
at Anfield will only have been enhanced by his first win there. 
A comfortable win over Gomel in the second leg of a third-round qualifying match 
for the Europa League may not strike fear into the heart of the bookmaker who 
took the bet, but the improvement from last week's first leg in Belarus was 
significant enough to suggest that Liverpool's preparations for the new season are 
going to plan. 
The presence of Joe Allen in the directors' box before a medical that should seal 
his [pounds sterling]15 million transfer from Swansea City, Daniel Agger in the 
starting line-up and Andy Carroll on the substitutes' bench illustrated that 
Rodgers is still in the process of welcoming those he wants and ushering out 
others who are surplus to requirements. 
While the personnel is still to be finalised, the philosophy that Rodgers is keen to 
implement was already conspicuous during a largely one-sided first half 
that Liverpool dominated. By pressing high up the pitch when without the ball 
and playing quickfire passing movements when in possession, it was clear that 
Rodgers's methods are being taken on board. In fairness, pass and move is hardly 
a new style at Anfield and the new manager used his programme notes to express 
his admiration for his predecessor, Kenny Dalglish, for the role he played in 
nurturing "the Liverpool way." 
Rodgers should also be grateful to the Scot for bequeathing him Luis Suarez, who 
celebrated the signing of a new long-term contract with a typically dazzling 
virtuoso display that left the Gomel defenders flummoxed. 
Suarez had two early opportunities to score -- the first he fired over, the second 
was saved low down by Vladimir Bushma -- before he turned tormentor to set up 
the first goal of Fabio Borini's Liverpool career after 22 minutes. Gomel could have 
dealt with the situation better than they did, allowing Suarez to reach the byline 
too easily before failing to clear his attempted cross, but the unerring way in 
which Borini took advantage of the Uruguayan's rampage offered supporting 
evidence to Rodgers's view that the duo can complement one another. 
Gomel showed token resistance and Dmitri Platonov could perhaps have done 
better when he found himself clear of the Liverpool defence but his shot was too 
close to Pepe Reina who punched clear. Arguably of greater concern to Rodgers 
was the show of support for Agger whom, if the choruses in his honour from the 
Kop are anything to go by, is a player that the Liverpool fans do not wish to lose to 
Manchester City. 
Their audible disquiet at the prospect of his sale was halted only 
when Liverpool doubled their lead after 41 minutes. Again, Suarez was the 
instigator, beating two defenders before squaring to Steven Gerrard who finished 
with ease. Gomel were clearly limited, and at times seemed overawed, 
but Liverpool's urgency and general approach was sufficiently impressive to merit 
a two-goal advantage at halftime. 
Liverpool's dominance continued after the interval with Gerrard hitting the post 
before Bushma managed to deny Suarez the goal his performance had merited 
with a sprawling low save. Gomel already looked in need of sanctity of the 
dressing room when Glen Johnson scored the goal of the game, a beautifully 
struck left-foot half-volley from 22 yards, after 70 minutes. That was the signal 
for Liverpool to ease off, although the same could not be said for the chants of 
"Agger's going nowhere" that continued right up to the final whistle. 
Liverpool (4-2-3-1): J M Reina - G Johnson, M Skrtel (sub: J Carragher, 76min), D 
Agger, J Enrique - L Leiva (sub: J Spearing, 86), J Shelvey (sub: C Adam, 76) - S 
Downing, S Gerrard, F Borini - L Suarez. Substitutes not used: B Jones, A Carroll, J 
Henderson, M Kelly. Booked: Shelvey. 
FC Gomel (4-2-3-1): V Bushma - S Matveychik, I Kuzmenok, N Kashevski, D 
Klimovich (sub: P Yevseyenko, 86) - I Voronkov, S Kozeka (sub: P Kirilchik, 75) - T 
Nowak (sub: N Lipatkin, 62), I Aleksievich, D Platonov - A Alumona. Substitutes not 
used: A Skaovich, A Sheryakov, D Yakhno, E Palomeque. 
Referee: K Hansen (Denmark). 
 

 
Luis Suárez plays huge part in Liverpool's domination of Gomel 
Liverpool expect to complete the £15m signing of Joe Allen "in the next 24 hours", 
according to their manager, Brendan Rodgers, having eased into the Europa 
League play-offs against FC Gomel. 
The Swansea City midfielder was at Anfield to witness Fabio Borini, Steven 
Gerrard and Glen Johnson score in the third qualifying round defeat of the 
Belarusians. Allen had earlier told Swansea he wished to be reunited with his 
former manager Rodgers at Anfield and is scheduled to undergo a medical on 
Friday after Liverpool met the release clause in his contract. 
"It is obviously imminent," the Liverpool manager said. "He's here and that means 
there has been good communication with Swansea. We hope to conclude it 
within the next 24 hours, and that's as much as I can say." Daniel Agger and Andy 
Carroll, two Liverpool players who could be sold to increase Rodgers' transfer 
budget, received raucous receptions from the Kop throughout. "There is nothing 
new to add on Daniel," said Rodgers, with Manchester City having had a £20m 
offer for the Denmark international rejected. "He is very important to me. I like to 
have a playmaker from behind and I don't want to sell him." 
There was marked improvement on Liverpool's first-leg performance that was not 
exclusively down to an extra week's training. Luis Suárez was unavailable in 
Belarus. He was unplayable at Anfield. From the back, where José Reina played 
short passes under pressure, there were clear signs of Rodgers' ideas taking hold. 
There was an urgency in the final third, a demand for one- and two-touch passing 
in and around the opposition penalty area and, with Borini linking well with 
Suárez, Gomel were bystanders. 
Suárez created two first-half goals and tormented Gomel defenders in the 
process. Having collected a pass from Lucas Leiva, whose return from a cruciate 
ligament injury will be invaluable to Rodgers, the striker left Igor Kuzmenok for 
dead on the byline. His low cross was blocked by Nikolai Kashevski but only as far 
as Borini, who volleyed cleanly inside the near post. 
Gerrard's 39th European goal arrived when Suárez glided beyond two defenders, 
drew the goalkeeper and squared for his captain to convert into an empty net. 
Gerrard also struck a post before Johnson provided the coup de grace with an 
emphatic half-volley into the top corner of Vladimir Bushma's goal from over 20 
yards. 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/liverpool
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/uefa-europa-league
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/uefa-europa-league
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/luis-suarez
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New boys Rodgers and Borini feel at home as Gerrard hits 150 
Brendan Rodgers knows that it will not always go as smoothly as this; a warm 
reception under blue skies before his first game in charge at Anfield, one new 
signing scoring on his home debut and another prime target watching from the 
stands as he waits to complete a £15million move to Merseyside. 
But as introductions go this will do nicely, even though the Belarusians of FC 
Gomel refused to roll over after Liverpool's supporters rolled out the welcome 
mat for him. 
Two wins out of two mean Rodgers' new club advance comfortably into Friday's 
draw for the Europa League play-off round, and the new manager is off to a solid 
start. 
'I want to say a big thank you for the welcome I received,' said Rodgers 
afterwards. 'To walk out to near enough a packed ground was really special. There 
will be ups and downs along the way, but hopefully we'll have more special 
nights.'  
History pervades every corner of Anfield but the Northern Irishman knows his job 
is to shape the future. 
He will continue the rebuilding by signing Joe Allen from his old club Swansea. The 
midfielder has made it clear to his current employers that he wants to leave and is 
expected to undergo a medical on Friday after watching from the directors' box. 
'It's obviously imminent,' said Rodgers. 'If he's up here it shows there is good 
communication with Swansea. We hope to conclude it in the next 24 hours.' Craig 
Bellamy is close to completing his move to Cardiff, but Rodgers was not afraid to 
name Daniel Agger in the starting line-up last night despite interest from 
Manchester City. 
His assertion that Luiz Suarez would be up to speed after an Olympic campaign 
with Uruguay was totally vindicated as the striker played superbly, helping to set 
up the first two goals. 
Suarez's trickery on the byline after 19 minutes left one Gomel defender on his 
backside, and when his attempted pullback was intercepted by Nikolai Kashevski 
the ball looped up into the air for Borini to celebrate his first Anfield appearance 
since a £10m move from Roma by rifling a right-foot shot inside Vladimir 
Bushma's near post. 
Steven Gerrard put the result doubt three minutes before half-time when he 
swept the ball into an empty net after more good work by Suarez, and Glen 
Johnson added a third in the 72nd minute with a fabulous left-foot shot from 25-
yards. 
Meanwhile, Liverpool owner John Henry has not ruled out the possibility of 
renaming the club's famous Anfield stadium to increase revenue. 
Responding to fans' questions online, Henry admitted: 'A naming rights deal at 
Anfield could occur, I suppose, if the partner were right. We haven't pursued it.' 
MATCH FACTS 
LIVERPOOL: Reina 5; Johnson 7, Skrtel 6, Agger 6 (Carragher 6), Enrique 6; Lucas 6 
(Spearing 86); Gerrard 7, Shelvey 6 (Adam 76, 5); Downing 5, Suarez 8, Borini 7.  
Subs: Jones, Carroll, Henderson, Kelly. 
Scorers: Borini 21, Gerrard 42, Johnson 72 
FC GOMEL: Bushma; Matveychik, Kuzmenok, Kaveshki, Klimovich (Yevseyenko 
86); Vornonkov, Kozeka (Kirilchik 75); Nowak (Lipatkin 62), Aleksievich, Platonov; 
Alumona.  
Subs: Skaovich, Sheryakov, Yakhno, Palomeque. 
Referee: Kenn Hansen (Denmark)  
Attendance: 43,256 
 

 
Borini makes instant impact for Liverpool 
Liverpool 3 
F Borini 21, S Gerrard 41, G Johnson 72 
Gomel 0 
Att: 43,256 
Liverpool win 4&#x2013;0 on agg 
The list of Liverpool strikers who scored on their Anfield debut is a mixture of the 
extraordinary and the wretched. Fabio Borini joined the esteemed company of 
Kenny Dalglish, Robbie Fowler, Fernando Torres, and Luis Suarez by introducing 
himself to The Kop with a goal as FC Gomel were dispatched from the Europa 
League's third qualifying round. 
The warning from history follows when you consider the likes of El Hadji Diouf 
and Nigel Clough once achieved the same feat, making splendidly impressionable 
starts only to be gradually shoved towards Anfield oblivion. 
It's too soon to determine what example Borini will follow, but for manager 
Brendan Rodgers, enjoying the spoils of a home win for the first time since the 
imposed abdication of King Kenny, the sight of the [pounds sterling]11million 
Italian lethally volleying Liverpool ahead was pleasing. 
There is currently as much talk of players leaving to generate revenue as arriving, 
a theme the Liverpoolsupporters took up by enthusiastically and pointedly singing 
the name of those linked with a move away. In fairness, they were unaware the 
club's next signing was watching in the Directors Box. 
As Borini struck on 22 minutes, thus ensuring there was no prospect of a 
miraculous revival from the Belarus club, Joe Allen prepared to conclude the 
formalities of his transfer. With Liverpool having met a [pounds sterling]15 million 
exit clause, Allen will have a medical in the morning. 
Had The Kop known this, Allen's name might have chimed as much as that of 
Daniel Agger, whose potential move to Manchester City did not find favour. 
The principle of sacrificing star performers to generate a transfer kitty is evidently 
an unpalatable realityLiverpool's supporters. 
"Agger's going nowhere," they commanded. 
"Even for [pounds sterling]20m plus Adam Johnson? Are you sure?" That may 
have been the logical retort from the boardroom. 
"You can see he plays how I like to play. We don't want to sell him because he is 
very important for me," was Rodgers' take on the Danish defender. 
Even the mild rebukes for considering Agger's exit at an inflated price did not 
stain a satisfactory evening. 
With Steven Gerrard sharpening up with a goal of his own (his 150th for the club) 
and Suarez already sharp enough -- the Uruguayan was creator supreme -- the 
routine manner of the victory can't be taken for granted. 
Liverpool's home record last season rewrote the record books for the wrong 
reasons, so even taking in to account the substandard opposition Rodgers will be 
relieved the rustiness on display in the first leg was not evident. 
Suarez, as so often last season, was the catalyst. In Borini he may have found a 
natural finisher capable of ensuring the chance&#x2013;to&#x2013;goal ratio 
radically improves. 
"Strikers are judged on goals, and that's why I brought Fabio here because I know 
he can score goals," said Rodgers. "He took the goal very well because it was a 
very difficult finish. 
"He is an intelligent boy you can see the relationships and combination with 
Steven Gerrard and Luis Suarez forming already. They were a potent attacking 
force." 
Suarez's nimble feet fed both Borini and Gerrard in the first half, and just like last 
season the South American missed the kind of chances a more potent poacher 
would have taken. If he converted as many opportunities as he created for 
himself, he'd score 30 goals a season. 
By the time Glen Johnson volleyed a spectacular third on 71 
minutes, Liverpool's stroll almost resembled that of Usain Bolt in the final ten 
metres of an Olympic final. 
Liverpool (4&#x2013;3&#x2013;3): Reina; Johnson, Agger, Skrtel (sub Carragher 
76), Enrique; Lucas (Spearing 86), Gerrard, Shelvey (sub Adam 76); Borini, 
Downing, Suarez Subs: Jones, Carroll, Henderson, Spearing, Kelly Gomel 
(4&#x2013;3&#x2013;3): Bushma; Voronkov, Matveychik, Kashevski, Kozeka 
(Kirilchik 75), Aleksievich, Alumona, Klimovich (Yevseyenko 86), Kuzmenok, Nowak 
(Lipatkin 62), Platonov Subs: Skaovich;, Sheryakov, Yakhno, Palomeque Referee: 
Kenn Hansen Booked: Shelvey. 
Referee Kenn Hansen 
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Luis Suarez inspires Liverpool to Europa League rout 
Luis Suarez was the inspiration as Liverpool cruised into the final qualifying round 
of the Europa League - and it seems Joe Allen is about to provide further cheer for 
the Anfield faithful. 
After telling Swansea he wants to move north, Allen was present to watch Suarez 
create first-half goals for Fabio Borini and skipper Steven Gerrard as Belarus outfit 
FC Gomel proved no match for the Merseyside giants. Glen Johnson added 
another after half-time. 
It was a positive way for Brendan Rodgers to mark his first home game in charge, 
particularly with his first signing Borini capping a useful performance by grabbing 
a precious goal on his home debut, thrashing home a first-time shot from 10 
yards. 
More significant tests are to come and the presence of Reds' former assistant-
manager Steve Clarke was a reminder that the first Premier League game against 
West Brom is only nine days away. 
However, this win should at least settle some of the nerves which have started to 
grow amid speculation that Daniel Agger and Andy Carroll might end up joining 
the summer exodus from a club that expects much better than last season's 
eighth-place finish. 
There are some who wonder whether Rodgers would be happy to pocket the cash 
for Agger to fund a squad strengthening exercise but the Liverpool manager was 
fulsome in his praise yesterday and was prepared to put Jamie Carragher on the 
bench to accommodate him this evening. 
Suarez was the most telling presence though. 
Eight days after his Olympic campaign with Uruguay came to a sorry end in Cardiff 
and with a lucrative contract signed earlier this week, he approached the tie with 
a sense of purpose. 
Suarez raced onto a return pass from Gerrard before flashing a shot inches over, 
then left Gomel skipper Nikolai Kashevsky looking silly with a smart turn. 
Unfortunately for the South American, he could not profit from his impudence as 
Vladimir Bushma got down to save his angled drive. 
Gomel were finding it impossible to subdue Suarez and when he outsmarted 
them again with a run to the byline, it led directly to Liverpool's opener. 
Kashevsky stuck out a leg to turn the low cross out of the six-yard area but in 
doing so sent it straight to Borini, who promptly smashed a first-time shot under 
Bushma's body. 
It was a fine way for Borini to mark his home debut and the former Chelsea man 
thought he was going to get another shortly afterwards, only for Sergey 
Matsveychyk to turn away a Suarez cross that was about to leave the Italian with 
an empty net. 
Instead, Gerrard got one four minutes from time. 
Once again Suarez did the spadework, driving into the heart of Gomel's defence 
and drawing Bushma, leaving the Reds skipper with the simplest of tasks. 
With a place in tomorrow's draw secure, Liverpool went in search of more goals 
after the break. 
Gerrard thudded a shot against the base of a post before Suarez went on another 
mazy run through a Gomel defence. 
His shot would have squeezed in at the far corner had Bushma not managed to 
touch it behind with an excellent low save. 
Liverpool's third eventually arrived from an unlikely source 19 minutes from time 
as Johnson charged onto a loose ball, controlled on his chest, then belted home a 
left-footed shot from the edge of the area. 
Suarez's hopes of a goal were dashed when he was denied a clear run by a 
debatable offside flag and Allen was still in his seat when his prospective new 
team-mate curled a shot straight at Bushma in the final minute. 
 

 
FAB START FOR BOSS; Borini repays Rodgers' faith 
LIVERPOOL 3 
GOMEL 0 
JOE ALLEN'S smile from the directors box offered the perfect commentary on the 
form of his new club asLiverpool strolled through to the next stage of the Europa 
League. 
The 22-year-old will undergo a medical today as he completes his pounds 
15million move from Swansea. 
He was treated to a promising display from the Reds, as they showed they are 
already beginning to grasp the philosophy of their new manager. 
In particular, Allen will be encouraged by the fact that Brendan Rodgers' first 
signing Fabio Borini has slotted into the team with supreme ease, and he made 
the perfect start with a goal on his home debut. 
Borini, the pounds 10.5m hitman from Roma, eased any fears against FC Gomel 
who had caused Liverpoolsuch problems in Belarus, with a fine strike in the 21st 
minute. 
A further goal from skipper Steven Gerrard and a stunning left-foot volley from 
Glen Johnson in the 72nd minute made it comfortable for Rodgers. 
You just hope his cut-throat celebration is an accurate reflection of Borini's 
prowess in front of goal, becauseLiverpool have so desperately lacked a forward 
with that deadly instinct for at least two seasons. Borini has something about him 
- intelligent movement, boundless energy and a hunger around the penalty area. 
He also has the big advantage of understanding the system he is being asked to 
operate in, something of a rarity for Liverpool signings in recent seasons. 
His finish was impressive - a fierce, deflected shot that found the corner of the net 
following brilliant work by Luis Suarez down the right side. 
He linked brilliantly too with Suarez, Borini's movement a perfect foil for the 
vision of the South American. It seems a hugely promising combination. 
Not that the partnership between Suarez and Gerrard is bad either. They have 
always been on the same wavelength, and showed their understanding again. 
Gerrard was fed brilliantly after sublime skills from his team-mate and shot into 
an empty net. 
LIVERPOOL: Reina, Johnson, Enrique, Agger, Skrtel (Carragher 76), Gerrard, 
Downing, Lucas (Spearing 86), Shelvey (Adam 76), Suarez, Borini. 
GOMEL: Bushma, Klimovich (Yevseyenko 85), Kuzmenok, Voronkov, Matveichik, 
Kashevsky, Kozeka (Kirilchik 74), Aleksiyevich, Nowak (Lipatkin 62), Alumona, 
Platonov. 
REF: Hansen 
ATT: 43,256 sn 
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First home win offers hope of bright LFC future 
THE summers tend to drag on Merseyside but the first football fix of the season 
was worth the wait. Three months on from the defeat of Chelsea, Liverpool 
returned to Anfield with a new manager and the mixture of excitement and 
uncertainty filling the air. Deposing Kenny Dalglish was a brave move but as 
Brendan Rodgers oversaw a winning debut as boss, the supporters will have 
edged a little closer to being believers in the new regime as FC Gomel were 
stylishly brushed aside. He rarely minces his words but when Rodgers says 
Liverpool have fallen from their once great height, he does so as to present the 
challenge to his team and the club. 
An early August date in the Europa League third qualifying round stage is exactly 
what the 39-year-old refers to but his side were able to offer hope for a brighter 
future. Seven days on and a week fitter, Liverpool were a lifetime better than 
their Belarusian visitors last night. 
Of course, the acid test will come in the cut and thrust of the Premier League, not 
against a little known side from the far corners of Eastern Europe. 
Nevertheless, for Liverpool it was a performance in contrast to the first tie and a 
timely move in the right direction. As spectacles the two games were like night 
and day. Fabio Borini opened his Reds’ account, Steven Gerrard chipped in and 
Glen Johnson volleyed home as Liverpool put a smile on everyone’s faces. 
But Luis Suarez was the catalyst and inspiration as Rodgers’ men booked their 
passage into the final play-off round later this month. 
And as Anfield welcomed back their heroes, there were special receptions for the 
Uruguayan and Jamie Carragher. 
From the low key win in first leg seven days ago, came the personal highlight of 
his 700th appearance for the club which the ground acknowledged before kick-
off. But for Suarez, back from the Olympic Games, back from a troubled end to 
last season and back at the club he says it feels like a dream to play for, his 
applause lasted 90 minutes. 
If the signing of his new long-term contract this week helped build the excitement 
levels in the stand before the game then his early play only added to it. 
For the record, Andy Carroll was also the recipient of a warm welcome and 
feelings were made crystal clear about Daniel Agger too. 
His love for the supporters can only have grown afterwards whilst Carroll’s smile 
could not be hidden. 
This won’t have gone unnoticed by Rodgers. 
The Uruguayan, one of five changes from the tie in Belarus, helped light the touch 
paper on a frantic start for Liverpool. 
Gomel, understandably perhaps, looked panicked though it took until the 10th 
minute before Liverpool made Vladimir Bushma work. 
It came from Gerrard’s sweeping effort and though Liverpool set up as a 4-3-3, 
when in attack their captain would push on and become a fourth forward. 
Gerrard and the team around him had a real zip about their play as the Reds 
probed with cunning and speed. Never more so than a third of the way through 
the half when Gerrard dummied, Suarez instinctively collected and returned the 
ball. His captain did likewise and only narrowly did the striker miss the target. 
Suarez, with delightful fleet of foot, forced Bushman into a second save before 
last season’s top scorer engineered the opening goal. Dancing across the by-line, 
his cross deflected into the path of Borini who volleyed with precision past 
Bushma at his near post. Igor Kuzmenok’s clearance prevented Borini from 
doubling his tally a few minutes later. But behind the fun and flair was the 
industry and hard work of Lucas and Jonjo Shelvey, whose contribution must not 
be ignored. And Stewart Downing’s winner at the Central Stadion allowed 
Rodgers’ side to play with the comfort of an advantage. 
Mind you, Pepe Reina was forced into a smart punch from Dmitri Platonov’s 
strong drive and conceded a corner from Igor Voronkov’s speculative effort, but 
they were the exception to the rule. 
And any hint of a fightback was squashed when Suarez jinked into the area before 
crossing for Gerrard to tap into an unguarded net just before half-time. 
The skipper struck a post early in the second half as Suarez edged closer to what 
would have been a deserved goal. 
His dipping free-kick just past the hour had Bushma scrambling but unfortunately 
Suarez’s name did not make the scoresheet. 
Instead, it was on everyone’s lips as the made their way home. 
Johnson’s powerful volley from outside the area capped a convincing night’s work 
for Liverpool and after casting their eye over Rodgers, the supporters are now 
focused on today’s draw in Nyon. 
LIVERPOOL (4-3-3): Reina, Johnson, Skrtel (Carragher76), Agger, Enrique, Lucas 
(Spearing 86), Gerrard, Shelvey (Adam 76), Suarez, Borini, Downing. Subs: Jones, 
Henderson, Spearing, Carragher, Adam, Kelly.Goals: Borini (21) Gerrard (41) 
Johnson (71) Cautions: Shelvey 
FC GOMEL (4-2-3-1): Bushma, Matveychik, Kuzmenok, Kashevski, Kilmovich 
(Yevseyneko 856) Voronkov, Kozeka (Kirilchik 75). Nowak (Liptakin 62), 
Aleksievich, Platonov, Alumona. Subs: Sakovich, Kirilchik, Yevseyenko, Sheryakov, 
Yakhno, Lipatkin, Palomeque. 
Referee: Kenn Hansen (Denmark). Attendance: 43,256  
Read More http://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/liverpool-fc/liverpool-fc-
news/2012/08/10/liverpool-fc-3-fc-gomel-0-first-home-win-offers-hope-of-bright-
lfc-future-100252-31591116/3/#ixzz23Eg1wxUs 

 
LFC show gulf in class 
AT first glance, little had changed. The Kop sang Kenny Dalglish’s praises, Steve 
Clarke and Kevin Keen watched from the sidelines and Luis Suarez stole the show. 
But by full-time the Anfield faithful were left in no doubt the Brendan Rodgers era 
is now up and running. The Northern Irishman celebrated his home debut by 
guiding Liverpool to comfortable Europa League progress at the expense of 
Belarus outfit FC Gomel last night. 
Clarke and Keen were watching from the directors’ box scouting for new 
employees West Bromwich Albion ahead of their Premier League opener against 
Liverpool on Saturday week. And they saw Fabio Borini, Rodgers’ first signing, 
light up his Anfield bow with a fine volley before goals from Steven Gerrard and 
Glen Johnson sealed a place in tomorrow’s final qualifying round draw.  
With Swansea City midfielder Joe Allen in the stands – Liverpool having met the 
£15million escape clause in the Welshman’s contract – the Rodgers rebuilding 
programme is now beginning to gather pace. 
However, not all of the rumoured transfer dealings have met with widespread 
approval. Last night was the first time the home supporters could send out a 
serious message to Rodgers since his arrival, and the sounds of “Daniel Agger’s 
going nowhere” and a raucous salute for Andy Carroll cannot have been missed 
by the Northern Irishman. Agger is being courted heavily by Premier League 
champions Manchester City while Rodgers has made no secret that Carroll is 
unlikely to be a regular starter under his playing philosophy. 
The actions of the Kop echoed the backing Xabi Alonso received in a friendly 
against Lazio in 2008 after it emerged Rafael Benitez was considering jettisoning 
the Spaniard. There were welcome cheers, too, for Luis Suarez. The Uruguayan 
had spent most of the previous fortnight being jeered around the country while 
on Olympic duty, but was far more appreciated by the Anfield crowd having 
penned a new long-term contract earlier in the week. 
But the biggest ovation of the night was reserved for Jamie Carragher, presented 
with a commemorative Liver Bird by Roy Evans – the man who gave the veteran 
his debut back in 1997 – to mark his 700th appearance in last week’s first leg. 
Rodgers himself slipped into the dugout almost unnoticed, soliciting only a 
smattering of applause. Indeed, the strains of “Dalglish, Dalglish” could be heard 
on more than one occasion from the crowd in recognition of the departed Scot’s 
efforts to stabilise the club. That time, however, has now passed. And Borini took 
only 21 minutes to give a pointer to the future. 
Rodgers worked with the striker at both Chelsea’s Academy and Swansea City, his 
admiration such that he made the Italian his first signing with Liverpool in a 
£10.4million deal from Roma. Borini’s strike, impressive in its execution, 
nevertheless owed much to the outrageous skills of Suarez, who left Igor 
Kuzmenok on his backside before his cross eventually dropped for his team-mate 
to smash home. Liverpool had struggled at times during the first leg in Belarus last 
week. But, with another week’s training under their belt, the chasm in quality 
between the two teams was made glaringly evident. 
Suarez, sharpened by his Olympic endeavours, was exceptional during the first 
half, an early combination down the left flank with Gerrard culminating in the 
Uruguayan thrashing a shot over from 20 yards. 
The striker was then denied by Belarus goalkeeper Vladimir Bushma after a 
delightful flick took him beyond Nikolai Kashevski and clear on goal. 
Gomel were not without their chances – Dmitri Platonov and Igor Voronkov both 
warmed the palms of Pepe Reina – but the tie was put beyond doubt four 
minutes before the interval. Again, it was Suarez the creator, a trademark 
burrowing run into the area ending with a square pass that left Gerrard the simple 
task of tapping into an open goal. It was the skipper’s 11th goal in the 
competition, only one short of Michael Owen’s club record. Having emerged from 
the bench in Belarus, last night represented Lucas Leiva’s first start since his 
season-ending cruciate ligament damage at Stamford Bridge last November. 
The Brazilian immediately showed Liverpool what they had been sorely missing, 
one crunching tackle earning a high-five from admiring manager Rodgers. 
The second half was merely a matter of determining the margin of Liverpool’s 
victory.  Gerrard struck the base of the post with one effort while only a sprawling 
save from Bushma denied Suarez a deserved goal from an angled drive. 
But Liverpool were content with only one more goal, which came from the 
unlikely source of Johnson’s left boot, the full-back crashing home a dipping volley 
from 20 yards on 71 minutes. So Rodgers’ perfect start continues. But with eight 
days to go before the Premier League season kicks off, the hard work is only just 
beginning. 
 MAN OF THE MATCH. Luis Suarez. Another fine performance from the lively 
Uruguayan 
LIVERPOOL (4-2-3-1): Reina; Johnson, Skrtel (Carragher 76), Agger, Enrique; 
Shelvey (Adam 76), Lucas (Spearing 86); Downing, Gerrard, Borini; Suarez. Subs: 
Jones, Carroll, Henderson, Kelly. BOOKING: Shelvey (foul). 
FC GOMEL (4-4-2): Bushma; Matveychik, Kashevski (Lipatkin 62), Kuzmenok, 
Klimovich (Yevseyenko 86); Nowak, Voronkov, Kozeka (Kirilchik 75), Platonov; 
Aleksievich, Alumona. Subs: Skaovich, Sheryakov, Yakhno, Paolmeque. 
REFEREE: Kenn Hansen (Denmark). ATT: 43,256.  
NEXT GAME: Liverpool v Bayer Leverkusen, friendly, Sunday 3pm. 
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90:00+3:07Full time The referee blows his whistle to end the game. 
90:00+2:12 Pavel Kirilchik concedes a free kick for a foul on Charlie Adam. Charlie Adam 
restarts play with the free kick. 
89:34 Aleksandr Alumona fouled by Jay Spearing, the ref awards a free kick. Free kick 
crossed by Pavel Yevseyenko, clearance by Glen Johnson. 
89:12 Shot from 25 yards by Luis Suarez. Save by Vladimir Bushma. 
87:03 Foul by Charlie Adam on Igor Voronkov, free kick awarded. Nikolai Kashevsky 
takes the direct free kick. 
84:50Substitution SubstitutionLeiva Lucas goes off and Jay Spearing comes on. 
84:50Substitution SubstitutionPavel Yevseyenko on for Dmitri Klimovich. 
83:21 Charlie Adam fouled by Illya Aleksiyevich, the ref awards a free kick. Direct free 
kick taken by Charlie Adam. 
82:46 The referee blows for offside against Luis Suarez. Nikolai Kashevsky restarts play 
with the free kick. 
81:32 Centre by Luis Suarez, clearance by Nikolai Kashevsky. 
80:41 The ball is sent over by Stewart Downing. 
79:58 The ball is crossed by Steven Gerrard, comfortable save by Vladimir Bushma. 
78:16 Corner taken right-footed by Steven Gerrard from the left by-line, Dmitri 
Klimovich manages to make a clearance. 
78:07 The ball is crossed by Luis Suarez, blocked by Sergey Matsveychyk. 
76:33 A cross is delivered by Stewart Downing, clearance made by Dmitri Klimovich. 
75:13 The free kick is delivered right-footed by Steven Gerrard from left wing, Dmitry 
Platonov manages to make a clearance. 
75:13Substitution Liverpool makes a substitution, with Jamie Carragher coming on for 
Martin Skrtel. 
75:13Substitution Liverpool makes a substitution, with Charlie Adam coming on for 
Jonjo Shelvey. 
75:13 Foul by Nikolai Lipatkin on Sanchez Jose Enrique, free kick awarded. 
73:46Substitution SubstitutionSergei Kozeka goes off and Pavel Kirilchik comes on. 
71:05Goal scored Goal - Glen Johnson - Liverpool 3 - 0 GomelGlen Johnson scores a goal 
from long range to the top right corner of the goal. Liverpool 3 (4-(0 0 Gomel. 
69:27 Drilled right-footed shot by Luis Suarez. Save made by Vladimir Bushma. 
68:18 Stewart Downing takes the inswinging corner, Vladimir Bushma makes a save. 
68:07 Stewart Downing delivers the ball, clearance by Sergei Kozeka. 
66:35 Aleksandr Alumona challenges Daniel Agger unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
Martin Skrtel takes the free kick. 
65:12 Aleksandr Alumona gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Daniel Agger. 
Jose Reina takes the free kick. 
64:10 The referee blows for offside. Indirect free kick taken by Daniel Agger. 
61:25 Luis Suarez produces a strike on goal direct from the free kick. 
61:25Substitution SubstitutionNikolai Lipatkin on for Tomasz Nowak. 
61:25 Unfair challenge on Luis Suarez by Illya Aleksiyevich results in a free kick. 
59:57 Illya Aleksiyevich takes a inswinging corner from the left by-line to the near post, 
Headed effort from deep inside the penalty area by Dmitry Platonov misses to the left of 
the goal. 
58:21 Nikolai Kashevsky restarts play with the free kick. 
58:21Booking BookingJonjo Shelvey is cautioned by the ref for unsporting behaviour. 
58:17 Sergei Kozeka fouled by Jonjo Shelvey, the ref awards a free kick. 
55:57 Unfair challenge on Steven Gerrard by Igor Kuzmenok results in a free kick. The 
free kick is swung in right-footed by Steven Gerrard, clearance by Igor Kuzmenok. 
53:49 Corner taken by Steven Gerrard from the left by-line played to the near post. 
53:36 Shot by Luis Suarez. Save by Vladimir Bushma. 
53:03 Steven Gerrard takes a shot from just outaide the box and strikes the post. 
52:50 The ball is delivered by Stewart Downing, Vladimir Bushma makes a brilliant save. 
51:59 Inswinging corner taken by Illya Aleksiyevich from the left by-line, save made by 
Jose Reina. 
49:05 The assistant referee signals for offside against Fabio Borini. Free kick taken by 
Sergey Matsveychyk. 
47:38 Martin Skrtel gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Dmitry Platonov. 
The free kick is delivered right-footed by Illya Aleksiyevich from left wing, clearance by 
Daniel Agger. 
45:01 The second half has started. 
45:00+0:07Half time The ref blows to end the first period. 
43:57 Jonjo Shelvey gives away a free kick for an unfair challenge on Tomasz Nowak. 
Direct free kick taken by Sergey Matsveychyk. 
43:00 Shot by Fabio Borini from deep inside the penalty area misses to the left of the 
goal. 
42:40 Steven Gerrard takes a outswinging corner from the right by-line to the near post. 
40:58 Assist on the goal came from Luis Suarez. 
40:58Goal scored Goal - Steven Gerrard - Liverpool 2 - 0 GomelSteven Gerrard finds the 
net with a goal from deep inside the penalty box low into the middle of the goal. 
Liverpool 2 (3-(0 0 Gomel. 
39:56 Effort on goal by Nikolai Kashevsky from just outside the penalty area goes 
harmlessly over the target. 
39:25 Dmitri Klimovich takes the inswinging corner, clearance by Fabio Borini. 
39:05 Shot by Igor Voronkov. Save made by Jose Reina. 
38:29 Leiva Lucas concedes a free kick for a foul on Aleksandr Alumona. Vladimir 
Bushma takes the direct free kick. 
38:22 Luis Suarez crosses the ball, Nikolai Kashevsky makes a clearance. 
37:02 Centre by Tomasz Nowak, Martin Skrtel manages to make a clearance. 
36:52 Centre by Tomasz Nowak, Glen Johnson makes a clearance. 
36:32 The referee blows for offside against Stewart Downing. Nikolai Kashevsky takes 
the free kick. 
 

35:23 Effort from outside the penalty box by Stewart Downing goes wide right of the 
goal. 
34:48 Inswinging corner taken by Luis Suarez, clearance made by Sergey Matsveychyk. 
34:37 Centre by Fabio Borini, Dmitri Klimovich manages to make a clearance. 
34:07 Centre by Dmitri Klimovich. 
32:56 The ball is sent over by Glen Johnson. 
30:55 Shot by Igor Voronkov from outside the box goes high over the crossbar. 
30:40 Dmitry Platonov takes a shot from 20 yards. Save by Jose Reina. 
29:51 Jonjo Shelvey sends in a cross, save by Vladimir Bushma. 
28:42 Fabio Borini produces a cross, save by Vladimir Bushma. 
26:11 Stewart Downing sends in a cross, Sergei Kozeka makes a clearance. 
25:58 The ball is crossed by Jonjo Shelvey, Sergei Kozeka manages to make a clearance. 
25:32 Corner taken by Steven Gerrard played to the near post, clearance made by 
Dmitry Platonov. 
25:20 The ball is crossed by Luis Suarez, clearance by Sergey Matsveychyk. 
23:37 Martin Skrtel challenges Aleksandr Alumona unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
Sergei Kozeka has an effort direct from the free kick. 
23:19 The assistant referee signals for offside against Luis Suarez. Free kick taken by 
Nikolai Kashevsky. 
22:50 Glen Johnson produces a cross, Igor Kuzmenok manages to make a clearance. 
20:41 A cross is delivered by Luis Suarez, blocked by Nikolai Kashevsky. 
20:51Goal scored Goal - Fabio Borini - Liverpool 1 - 0 GomelFabio Borini scores a goal 
from deep inside the penalty box to the bottom left corner of the goal. Liverpool 1 (2-(0 
0 Gomel. 
20:41 The ball is delivered by Luis Suarez, Vladimir Bushma makes a fantastic save. 
20:10 Luis Suarez delivers the ball, Nikolai Kashevsky manages to make a clearance. 
19:03 Corner from the right by-line taken by Stewart Downing, Foul by Daniel Agger on 
Dmitri Klimovich, free kick awarded. Vladimir Bushma takes the direct free kick. 
18:51 Effort from 18 yards by Luis Suarez. Save made by Vladimir Bushma. 
18:37 The ball is sent over by Sanchez Jose Enrique, clearance made by Sergey 
Matsveychyk. 
18:09 The ball is crossed by Stewart Downing, Effort on goal by Fabio Borini from 12 
yards. Sergey Matsveychyk gets a block in. 
17:01 Nikolai Kashevsky challenges Martin Skrtel unfairly and gives away a free kick. 
Stewart Downing takes the direct free kick. 
16:16 The offside flag is raised against Luis Suarez. Free kick taken by Vladimir Bushma. 
15:55 Handball by Aleksandr Alumona. Jose Reina takes the free kick. 
15:20 Luis Suarez takes a shot from just outside the penalty area which clears the 
crossbar. 
14:42 Luis Suarez is ruled offside. Vladimir Bushma restarts play with the free kick. 
12:34 The referee blows for offside. Vladimir Bushma takes the free kick. 
11:06 Steven Gerrard delivers the ball, comfortable save by Vladimir Bushma. 
10:04 Fabio Borini produces a right-footed shot from outside the penalty box and misses 
right. 
9:32 Sergey Matsveychyk concedes a free kick for a foul on Fabio Borini. Jonjo Shelvey 
restarts play with the free kick. 
9:10 Drilled right-footed shot by Steven Gerrard. Comfortable save by Vladimir Bushma. 
8:07 The official flags Fabio Borini offside. Vladimir Bushma restarts play with the free 
kick. 
6:08 Stewart Downing sends in a cross, save made by Vladimir Bushma. 
4:04 The ball is delivered by Stewart Downing, clearance by Nikolai Kashevsky. 
2:58 Shot from 18 yards by Fabio Borini. Illya Aleksiyevich gets a block in. 
3:26 Fabio Borini takes a shot from 18 yards. Illya Aleksiyevich gets a block in. 
3:01 Inswinging corner taken by Steven Gerrard, Vladimir Bushma makes a comfortable 
save. 
2:34 Inswinging corner taken by Stewart Downing from the right by-line, Nikolai 
Kashevsky makes a clearance. 
2:22 The ball is sent over by Steven Gerrard, blocked by Nikolai Kashevsky. 
2:04 Short corner taken by Stewart Downing from the right by-line. 
1:06 Shot by Tomasz Nowak. Blocked by Daniel Agger. 
0:22 Free kick awarded for an unfair challenge on Luis Suarez by Igor Kuzmenok. Free 
kick crossed right-footed by Steven Gerrard, save made by Vladimir Bushma. 
0:00 The referee starts the match. 
 


